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There was a time, dear child, when 
there was no such thing as this pretty 
nice world which we admire ; no light, 
no sky, no grass or trees, no sweet 
flowers or singing birds, no bright sun, 
or peaceful moon, or little twinkling 
stars : all was dark, and without shape, 
and empty. But there was always a 
good and kind God, and amidst all 
this darkness His good Spirit moved 
upon the face of the waters. Then in 
His great mercy he said, " Let there 
be light, and there was light;** and 
" He called the light day, and the dark* 
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ness He called night: 9 * and so He 
made both evening and morning, which 
were the first day. After this, out of 
His own goodness He made the blue 
sky, and the earth with trees, and fruits, 
and sweet-smelling flowers, and the 
cheerful sun to shine with its warm 
beams, and the quiet moon which 
throws its soft light when the little 
children are asleep, and the thousand 
pretty stars which we see at night. 
He made, too, all the fishes, and birds, 
and little creeping insects, and put 
them into the places that were fittest 
for them, and gave them all food to 
eat. All this was the work of the 
great and good God who takes care of 
every thing, and knows what is best 
for every thing, and loves every thing. 
But neither the earth, nor the little 
birds, nor the fishes, could love this 
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good God in return. No, they had not 
sense and reason to understand what a 
kind Father they had go*. So, last of 
all, He made man, and gave him a 
heart to love Him, and sense to think 
of Him, and a mouth to praise Him ; 
and in these powers of thinking and 
loving, He made him something like 
his Maker, and man was then, very 
good: nothing that was bad could 
come out of God's hands, and all these 
wonderful things God did in six days. 
This sweet story is written in the Bible, 
and there is a much longer account of 
all that He then did than I have time 
now to give you. When you are older 
and wiser you shall read it all yourself, 
but now you are too young; so we will 
pray to God to let us read it by and by 
together, in His own best book, and to 
give you a heart to understand and 
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love it when you are old enough to do 
so. — Let us now think a little about 
what we have been reading. Is there 
nothing besides what we read of here 
that is cold and dark, and gloomy and 
sad and empty, when God's good Spirit 
does not move upon it, and come into 
it, and that brings forth good things, 
things as sweet and pleasant as fruits 
and flowers, when our Heavenly Father 
shines there? Yes, dew child! God 
moves upon your heart to make it light, 
.and soft, and gentle, and kind ; there 
He will bring forth sweet tempers, and 
pure thoughts, and loving words, and 
kind actions, if you will attend to all 
that His good Spirit puts there ; and 
these things will sound more sweetly 
to His praise than the songs of the 
little singing, birds, who sing indeed 
and are happy, but do not know who 
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it is that has made them so. Happy 
little child! you can know and love 
and listen to this kind Father ; happy 
little child ! you can see, and thank 
Him for all the beauties of His hand i 
you can say with joyful lips, "All these 
wonders has He made, and He has 
given me a heart too which shall be 
His for ever." 

2. 

Now, when this great and good God 
had finished all His beautiful and glo- 
rious works in six days, he rested on 
the seventh, and blessed that day; that 
is, He made it a happier and a holier 
one than any other in the week, and 
set it apart for a day of rest, in which 
every body should have time to think 
of all the happiness which this kind 
Father has given them, and will still 
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give them if they seek it aright. The 
great and wise God, even at the time 
when all was so good add perfect, fore- 
saw that cares and troubles would 
spring up in this world which He had 
made ; and He therefore gave the kind 
command, that, on this happy day, all 
grief and toil should be laid aside, and 
that all His children should assemble 
together to thank the Lord for His 
goodness, and to ask Him for the 
blessings of which they stood in need. 
The poor tired animals that had worked 
hard all the week were to have their 
comfortable rest on this day; and (he 
busy labourer, with' his wife and dear 
little children, were to go hand in hand 
together to God's own house, to hear 
of all (he wonders which He had done 
for them, to learn lessons of love, 
and peace, and kindness one towards 
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another, and of thankfulness to God. 
This sweet day we too will ever re- 
member, and love, and receive with 
joy, for we are always to keep it holy: 
six days we will work hard and dili- 
gently at our daily tasks, never for- 
getting God at any time, but on the 
happy Sunday, the best of all days, we 
will try to think only of His goodness ; 
we will love to hear of Him, to inquire 
after Him, to talk of Him, and above 
all to pray to Him ; we will thank Him 
with all our hearts for giving us so 
great a blessing as one joyful Sabbath 
every week, when all cares, and labours, 
and sorrows . may cease. Dear, dear 
child ! as I write these words, a still 
sweeter season of holier rest comes 
into my mind, and oh ! may this better 
rest be ours ! When we have done 
fighting against sin, and when our 
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wicked passions are brought into peace, 
then there reraaineth a sweet rest for 
the children of God. This life we will 
call our working day, when we must 
strive hard to conquer sin, and the 
world, and the devil. Jesus Christ 
will be our Leader and our Friend if 
we put ourselves under His care ; and 
when we have overcome these enemies 
through Him, then He will take us to 
His own happy kingdom of pure peace 
and heavenly rest, which shall never 
end, where we shall grow better and 
better, and happier and happier for ever. 

3. 

But did not God say that man was 
very good when he was first created ? 
How comes it then, that we feel so 
many naughty passions in our own 
hearts, and hear so much of sin in 
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those about us ? Why are we not still 
as happy as when God made the first 
man Adam ? Listen to me, dear child, 
and you shall know the sad, sad truth. 
When the great God had made Adam 
out of the dust of the ground, He 
wished him to be as happy as he was 
good ; so He gave him a companion 
and friend called Eve, to be his wife : 
she was formed out of one of Adam's 
ribs whilst he was asleep ; and it was 
intended that they should love each 
other very dearly, and God still bet- 
ter. When they were made, the Lord 
God put them into a sweet garden, 
called the Garden of Eden, or Para- 
dise, full of the prettiest flowers, and 
shrubs, and trees, which they were to 
take care of and keep in order ; and 
here they might have been always 
happy if they had never forgotten the 
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kind Father who placed them there, 
or disobeyed His word. But, alas! 
they became selfish, and listened to 
another voice instead of God's. One 
tree the Lord God forbade them to 
taste of; it was called the Tree of 
Knowledge, and they were told that if 
they ate of it, they should surely die. 
But the devil, in the form of a serpent, 
came to them, persuading them to be- 
lieve him rather than God, and to dis- 
obey their Maker's commands. So they 
did both eat, Eve first; and afterwards 
she gave some of the fruit to her hus* 
band, to do the same. O wicked 
woman ! not only to do wrong thyself, 
but to desire to lead thy companion 
also into sin. Soon, very soon, fol- 
lowed their punishment, for the voice 
of their Maker was heard " in the cool 
of the day" calling to Adam, and they 
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were both afraid, and tried to hide 
themselves. When any wicked passion 
has bad its way, and in the cool still- 
ness of quiet we can again listen to the 
voice of God speaking in our hearts, or 
by the lips of our kind friends, then we 
too feel afraid, and would gladly hide 
ourselves from His eye who made us. 
But who can be hid from God ? He 
sees all things; he saw Adam and Eve 
in their hiding-place as he now sees 
us every moment ; and though they 
wickedly tried to lay the blame upon 
each other, He knew that they were 
both guilty* So he turned Adam and 
Eve out of the happy g&rden in which 
they lived; and told them that their 
shi had brought sorrow, and sadness, 
and death into the world: for now 
the ground brought forth thorns and 
thistles; hard was their daily task, 
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kind and loving Father assured him, 
that his wicked enemy the devil, who 
had done him so much harm, should 
not have power to do him more hurt, 
nor to destroy all his dear children 
after him ; God promised thatHe would 
Himself come down upob earth in the 
person of Jesus Christ to be the Saviour 
of all the world. He would not only 
be seen as a man to fight, for them on 
earth, and lay down His life for His 
people, but He would, if they would 
receive His Spirit into their hearts, 
change those wicked hearts with which 
they should be born, into tender, and 
loving, and peaceful, and obedient ones. 
And if this promise comforted poor 
Adam in his banishment, shall it not 
be to us indeed great joy? For now, 
dear child, this loving Saviour has ap- 
peared on earth, and lived, and fought, 
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and conquered, and died for you, and 
for me, and for every human creature, 
so that all who truly come to Him shall 
be saved. And that they may be able 
to come to Him, He gives His Holy 
Spirit to those who ask it, to live in 
their hearts, and change them into 
such as are pure, and humble, and 
heavenly, like His own. O kind and 
merciful Saviour! let us now and 
always seek Thee ; take us into Thy 
awn keeping, for we cannot keep our- 
selves; never, never let us forget to 
praise Thee for this great mercy; never 
let us forget to pray that Thou wouldest 
thus live in our hearts, and change our 
selfish, angry natures into such as be- 
long to the happy angels hi Thine own 
heavenly kingdom. 
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5. 



Now, though the blessed Saviour 
Was not yet to be seen on earth, He 
was already working good for 'man, 
and it was very fit that the happy 
promise of His coming should always 
be remembered, and thought of, with 
thankfulness and -joy; so, .as He was 
to lay down His life for us, and pre- 
sent Himself' a true and perfect man, 
as a sacrifice before God quite pure and 
spotless, to take away the sin of that 
nature which in every other man was 
become so veiy sinful, God commanded 
that a little- patient lamb should from 
this time often be offered up to Him, 
and killed, to remind men of the holy 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who, with more 
patience and gentleness than any lamb, 
would shed His blood for them and 
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for us all. These offerings were called 
sacrifices. Soon after Adam and Eve 
had left Paradise, they had two sons, 
Cain and Abel. Cain worked in the 
fields and gardens, and Abel took care 
of the peaceful sheep, and their pretty 
little young ones. I dare say many 
sweet thoughts came into Abel's mind, 
as he looked at them, about that blessed 
Saviour who was to be "mild and 
gentle as a lamb/ 9 and that, whilst he 
watched them, he often prayed to the 
good God; for we read that he was 
very careful to offer up, as God com- 
manded, the very best lambs of his 
flock ; and the Lord loved him very 
much for his obedience. But Cain his 
brother; did not make his offering as 
he ought to have done ; he was selfish 
and envious, and angry that God loved 
his brother Abel who was good, better 
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than himself; and one day, in a fit of 
wicked passion, he struck this patient 
gentle brother, and killed him : and so 
Cain was a murderer. — Oh! my dear 
dear child, what a shocking thing is 
passion! passion too, indulged between 1 
dear brothers and sisters, who live in 
the same house, and pray together in 
the same room, and hear all together 
of the blessings that God promises to 
his affectionate, loving little children. 
Remember always that the good God 
placed so many dear brothers and 
sisters in one family, that they might 
all delight in helping, and pleasing, 
and being kind to each other ; and, oh ! 
remember that every time you feel a 
selfish temper, or a cross and angry 
passion, or speak unkindly and peevishly 
to any one, the devil, our wicked 
enemy, is tempting you as he did poor 
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Cain, and that if you indulge such 
feelings, you will be indeed like him ; 
for the Bible tells us, " He that hateth 
his brother is a murderer." Cain was 
very unhappy ever afterwards, for God 
was much displeased with him, and 
sent him away from his own home and 
country; and in the misery of his 
wicked heart he said, "My punishment 
is greater than I can bear." But Abel, 
happy Abel, was loved by God, and 
taken into heaven, and there we will 
hope to follow him, living in patience 
and mildness as he did, keeping our 
blessed Saviour always in our thoughts, 
praying to Him, and thinking of the 
sacrifice which He made for us. And 
let us too always make our sacrifices, 
that is, refuse to do every thing He dis- 
likes, and offer up to His service every 
thing that He lends us> our health, our 
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youth, our time, our thoughts, and all 
that we love best in this world ; for all 
is His, and we must be ever ready <to 
give it back to Him again. 

6. 

Adam and Eve had several other 
children, who married, and had also 
families of their own; so that there 
were in time a great many people in 
the world ; but (sad it is to think it !) 
these people at last forgot the great 
God, and became very wicked ; so 
much so, that the Lord determined to 
destroy them all except one good man 
named Noah, who with his wife * and 
children was to be saved when all the 
rest of the world were drowned, -Now 
Noah believed and obeyed every word 
that God spoke to him, and by His 
order he built an ark, which is a sort 
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of ship, and there be shut himself in 
with his wife and children, and some 
animals of every sort, with plenty of 
food for them all to eat whilst they 
were in it. When this was finished, 
God sent a heavy ram upon the earth, 
so heavy, that very soon nothing but 
water was to be seen all around ; no 
houses and trees, no pretty sheep and 
cows, no more men and women ; all 
were washed away in the flood : and 
this violent rain lasted forty days and 
forty nights. But in the midst of all 
this sad ruin, the little floating ship 
glided peacefully along upon the deep 
water, for God took care of it ; it could 
not but be safe in His keeping, and He 
remembered Noah and the people who 
were with him. So at the end of a 
hundred and fifty days, He sent a high 
wind to dry up the earth again ; and the 
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waters sunk lower and lower. Then 
Noah let a little dove fly out of the 
ark to see whether the water was yet 
gone down ; but the little dove found 
no safe resting-place for itself, and 
came back again to the quiet shelter 
of the ark. In seven days more, Noah 
again 3ent out this little winged mes- 
senger, and this time it brought an 
olive-leaf in its mouth, so Noah was 
sure that the trees had begun to ap- 
pear : seven days afterwards its master 
again let it fly, and now it came back 
no more ; then Noah knew that the 
earth was quite dry, and he and his 
wife, and his three sons with their 
wives, came out of the ark. In all 
there were eight people saved. Nowv 
what would they do, do you suppose, 
as soon as they again were on dry land ? 
They all knelt down, and with very 
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grateful hearts thanked the good God 
who had saved them. And the Lord 
was pleased with them for remembering 
Him in their happiness, and He gave 
them a promise that He would never 
drown the world any more : He gave 
them a sign too, to remember this 
promise by, in the beautiful rainbow 
which He showed them in the clouds ; 
and whenever we see its lovely bright 
colours, we will think how safe we are 
under God's kind care, and will praise 
Him for all His goodness. Ah! we are 
at all times safe in His hands ; troubles ' 
and sorrows are sometimes called waves 
in the Scripture ; but when these are 
around us, we will run quickly to Him 
who is our Ark, for the Bible says, 
" The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower, the righteous run into it, and 
are safe." 
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7. 

The names of Noah's sons were 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and they had 
many children and grandchildren, so 
that there were again a great many 
people on the earth ; but, alas ! they, 
too, grew proud and wicked, and would 
not believe the kind promise of God to 
keep them in safety for the future, but 
chose to build themselves a high tower, 
thinking to get up to heaven by it, if 
there should be another flood. Silly, 
silly people ! and wicked as tbey were 
silly! for what God promises He always 
performs, and if tbey had really be* 
lieved in Him they would never have 
been afraid. ; So tbey set to work, de- 
termining to save themselves by their 
own hands ; but this it is quite im- 
possible to do, and very soon they be- 
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gan to find it out. A strange altera- 
tion presently after took place in their 
manner of speaking, and they per- 
ceived that they had all forgot the 
words they were accustomed to say 
before, and that each spoke a different 
language, so that they could not now 
understand each other : this was " the 
Lord's doing," and it entirely prevented 
their finishing the Tower of Babel (as 
it was called), which they had so 
proudly and wickedly begun. They 
now, therefore, all separated, and went 
into different countries with their own 
families, by tfhich means a great many 
parts of the world came to have people 
in them which had no inhabitants be- 
fore. — My child! let us trust in the 
great God that made us, and never be 
afraid ; let us believe with our whole 
hearts every word that He has spoken, 
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and never encourage the proud thought 
that we can do any thing without God's 
help. Look at the little new-born baby 
that stretches out its feeble hands, and 
has no power to supply one of its own 
wants : just so are we in God's sight ; 
unless He was constantly supporting 
us, and giving us every needful thing, 
we should die in a moment, and after 
we were dead what would then become 
of us ? There would be no life, in our 
souls to make us happy, no hope of 
that better country called heaven, 
where we now trust, through His great 
goodness, to see, and live with Him for 
ever: but we may safely put all our 
aflairs into His hands, for He has said 
these encouraging words, " I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.'* 
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8. 

You will be surprised at what I am 
now going to tell you, and very sorry 
too; for sad it is to think that any 
creatures who have reason, should 
forget to love and pray to the good 
God who made them; but, after a 
time, almost all the people who were 
scattered about, took strange fancies 
into their heads, and began to believe 
that there were many gods, instead of 
one, and some chose to pray to dead 
men and women, and some to worship 
the sun, and moon, and stars ; others 
would kneel down to images made of 
wood and stone, and some to animals 
and creeping things; in short, it is 
impossible to tell you all the foolish 
thoughts that they encouraged, and 
how wicked they grew in consequence 
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of forgetting the one true God. 
These creatures that they now prayed 
to were called idols ; and, alas ! there 
are a great many people in the world, 
in countries far off, who still do the 
same. Poor, ignorant, unhappy be- 
ings! they have never been taught the 
truth. They have no Holy Bible to 
teach them about God ; they have no 
churches or kind friends to talk to 
them about the great things which 
Jesus Christ has done for them. We 
will think of them with pity, and pray 
that the good God would forgive 
their ignorance, and put it into the 
hearts of those who live in happier 
countries, to send and teach them these 
glad tidings. And now, how happy I 
am to tell you, that many who love 
the great God very much themselves 
ate doing so; they are gone to talk of 



PROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 29 

His goodness to those who never heard 
His name; they take with them the 
book that He has written, and teach 
the poor little heathen child to praise 
the Lord. We will pray for their suc- 
cess, and we will help them with our 
little offering of money as we are able. 
We will look too into our own hearts, 
and see whether there are any idols 
there. You will think it very strange 
that we, who know so well that there 
is only one good God, should ever 
think of trusting in any thing else, or 
that I should tell you to have no idols ; 
but, my dear child, if there is any 
thing that you love better than God, 
that is your idol. Some silly children 
love dress, and play, and pleasure, 
more than God ; and many, too many, 
love themselves much better; but we 
must remember to love God, the good 
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God, far above all. And as for our- 
selves, we must try always to be in 
the lowest place, loving our Heavenly 
Father the first and best ; then turning 
Cur affections to every body around 
us ; and, last of all, thinking of our 
own pleasure. God's good book has 
in it these sweet words, " Little chil- 
dren, keep yourselves from idols." 

9. 

But amidst all these wicked people 
who forgot their Maker, there was 
one good man who desired to do 
God's will, and loved to listen to God's 
voice and to obey it; and to save him 
from becoming wicked like the rest 
(for there is always danger in listening 
to bad companions), the Lord com- 
manded him to leave his own country; 
and take a journey to a land which He 
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would show him. Abraham (for this 
was the good man's name) never once 
stopped to consider whether he should 
or should not do as God commanded 
him; be made no objections to part 
with every thing and every body at 
his own home that he loved and liked, 
but set out directly quite cheerfully 
with God, feeling entirely certain that 
what God ordered must be best* — Now, 
my little child, are we always, like 
faithful Abraham, ready to give up 
our own will and our own pleasure to 
obey those whom the good God has 
set over us, without ever murmuring, 
or questioning why such and such 
commands are given us ? Are we, too, 
going on our journey with this good 
God for our guide, never losing sight 
of Him for a moment, but moving pa- 
tiently forward to the better home 
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that He has provided for us, rejoicing 
by the way, and thinking of the great 
happiness that we shall find at the end 
of our road? For, my dear child, 
we are all upon a journey at this very 
moment. God is leading us by the 
hand, though we do not see Him, day 
by day, towards our happy home in 
heaven ; and if we do not turn aside 
from Him, and choose to go other 
ways than the one He would guide us 
in, we shall all, by His help, one day 
arrive safely in His own happy land. 
So we will pray to be like good Abra- 
ham ; not having our hearts fixed on 
this spot of earth, and wishing to take 
up our rest here, but travelling on 
joyfully to a better home, with our 
great God for our leader. — Abraham 
took with him his wife Sarah, and his 
nephew Lot ; but when they had been 
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some time together, their servants be- 
gan to quarrel, so they then deter- 
mined to part. Abraham was older 
than Lot, and richer, and had more 
power; and how do you think he used 
these gifts? Not in ordering and 
commanding, and taking the best of 
every thing for himself: no ; he kindly 
gave Lot the choice, and bade him 
take which part of the country he 
liked most to settle in, and Lot fixed in 
a town called Sodom, whilst Abraham 
lived in the land of Canaan. — Wise 
Abraham ! thus to give up when thou 
hadst the power of choosing! Happy 
too, as well as wise, to yield to one 
weaker and younger than thyself! 
Such tempers as thine are dear to God; 
they are those of which our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, when He was on earth, 
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said, " Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven •" 

10. 

God had promised Abraham, that 
he should some time have a son, and 
that out of his family there should 
come a people amongst whom there 
should always be some who would 
faithfully serve their Maker, and not 
worship idols, like the other wicked 
nations. He promised too, that a very 
great blessing should be in this family, 
and this very great blessing was no- 
thing less than that our Lord and Sa- 
• viour Jesus Christ • was by and by 
to be born amongst them. You may 
think how happy all these kind pro- 
mises made Abraham. Well; year 
after year went by, and yet he had no 
child. Abraham began to grow very 
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old, and to long very much for the 
son that God had said He would give 
him ; but he still never doubted, that 
at the right time he should have what 
he wished for. He trusted in God so 
entirely, that he never felt afraid. 
When our wishes are denied for a 
time, let us pray to wait contentedly, 
and believe firmly, like pious Abra- 
ham. At last a little boy was born, 
whom they called Ishmael. Now 
Abraham felt sure that this was the 
son from whom God's people were to 
come; but the Lord very soon told 
him that this was not so, and that he 
should have another child, who was 
to be the child of promise. Again 
Abraham waited patiently as before ; 
and by and by, when he and Sarah 
were both very old indeed, another 
dear little boy was born, who was 
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called Isaac. It is impossible to say 
how joyful they were at his birth, or 
how much they loved him. Ishmael 
grew up a very rude boy, and behaved 
ill to little Isaac and his mother, for 
Ishmael was not Sarah's son. In those 
days people were allowed to have 
more wives than one, and this little 
boy's mother was called Hagar. When 
there were quarrels in the house, 
Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael to 
live from home, giving her food to 
carry with her for the journey; but as 
they travelled along through the wil- 
derness, which is a dismal place with- 
out houses, and where no fruits grow, 
the bottle of water which she held in 
her hand was spilt on the ground, 
and the young child very ' nearly 

* 

fainted for thirst. Then poor Hagar's 
distress was great, for she thought ber 
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dear child would die: but, though 
she could not see one friend to help 
her, there was a very powerful Friend 
close by her side at that very instant; 
It was God himself, who is always rieAt* 
us in our trouble, and He spoke to 
her and comforted her, saying, " Pear 
not." Then He told her, that He 
would take care of the boy and pro* 
vide for him, and immediately he gave' 
her a whole well of prater instead of 
the little she had lost ; and her son 
grew up. to be a strong and powerful 
man. 

What shall we learn from th& 
story? What lesson do you think 
poor Ishmael learnt when he was 
thirsty and feinting in the wilderness ? 
Ah ! he would look back upon the 
happiness of his father's house, and 
think with sorrow of his past beha- 

s 
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viour to his little brother, which 
had brought upon him this distress. 
u Were I wfw with him/ he would 
say, " I would never laugh at him, 
or tease .him more.** We will do the 
same. Whfcft :we are in sorrow, it 
shall bring" oar {fast faults to onr 
minds; we Will mourn over them, 
and repent Hagar, too, shall teach 
lis some things: we will remember 
the words that Gdd spoke to* her 
ia hqr distress* If we are passing 
through a dismal part of our journey, 
if we are sad, or sick, or tempted to 
sob, we will remember that we have, 
like her, a Saviour and a sure Friend 
by our side; we will say to ourselves 
God's own word*, "Fear hot," and 
be comforted. 
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II. 

Poor Lot made a sadly mistaken 
choice when he fixed upon the town of 
Sodom to live in after lie parted from 
Abraham, for the people of that place 
were very wicked, " and sinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly. 3 * hot, 
however, continued to love God; but 
it must have mage him very unhappy 
to see nothing but wickedness in 
those about him. Ah, my dear child! 
when we are eager to choose for 
ourselves, we little know what we 
are doing. Very apt we are indeed to 
choose amiss. Often the very thing 
we wish for, would prove our ruin if it 
were granted. Kindly, very kindly, 
it is many times denied us, that we 
may not hurt ourselves, whilst . at 
some others we are permitted to have 

r2 
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our desire, that we may learn to see 
our own folly, and grow humble, and 
contented for the future with all that 
God provides. A long time the Lord 
spared the wicked people, to see 
whether they would repent ; but, alas! 
they would not turn from their evil 
ways, and at last he determined to 
destroy them. The good God would 
not, however, destroy Lot, who loved 
Him, with the rest, so He sent two 
of His beautiful bright angels to tell 
him of his danger, and to desire that 
he would quit the city directly, with 
all his family. Lot repeated what he 
had heard, to " his sons-in-law, who 
married his daughters ;" but they 
would not believe his words, nor would 
they be persuaded to leave the wicked 
place which they so dearly loved. 
The next morning, the angels again 
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assured Lot that there was no longer 
any time to be lost; and now he was 
prevailed upon to take his wife and 
his two daughters, and to endeavour 
to find shelter in a little peaceful 
place called Zoar, were they would be 
safe under God's care. v But the 
angels charged them, on no account 
to look behind them, or loiter by the 
way. No sooner had Lot and his 
family left the city than there fell 
showers of fire and brimstone from 
heaven, and burnt down the whole 
town of Sodom, and that of Gomorrah, 
which was near it, where the people 
were equally wicked, so that every 
one of the inhabitants was destroyed. 
But did all those escape who set out 
with Lot upon his journey? Alas ! 
no; one poor sufferer was lost by her 
own foolish disobedience. Though 

k3 
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Lot's wife was persuaded to leave So- 
dom, she did not do it cheerfully \ 
her thoughts and wishes were still 
upon that wicked spot; she looked be- 
hind her at it, and lingered on the road, 
contrary to the angels 9 command; 
and, to the great distress and terror 
of her companions, was immediately 
turned into a pillar of salt. — O let us 
never loiter in our duties, but let our 
obedience, unlike hers, be cheerful, 
prompt, and active. If the task be 
painful, every instant that we hesitate 
does but increase our difficulty in per- 
forming it. When we delay the work, 
it is plain that our hearts are not in it ; 
and God, my child, requires that our 
hearts as well as our. actions should be 
His. Lot's wife then shall be often in 
our minds ; we will learn wisdom from 
her sad story. It tells us that we 

2 
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must not only do what God commands, 
but love to do it. When our kind 
Father forbids us any thing, we must 
not even dare to wish for it, for the 
thoughts within us must be obedient to 
His will; we must hate every thing 
that is displeasing to Him, and never 
venture to think or love any thing in 
our secret hearts that He tells us to 
avoid. Yet let us not trust* to our- 
selves, for our best resolves are very 
deceitful; let us pray to our good God 
every day and every hour to watch for 
us, to " look well if there be any way of 
wickedness in us, and lead us in the 
way everlasting." 

12. 

Ws have seen how happy Abraham 

was with the dear child that God had 

given him ; and this dear child . was 

every day growing up more and more 
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in the fear of God, and in the love 
of his parents, so that they looked at 
him with delight, and grew every hour 
more fond of their long-expected boy. 
But Abraham, much as he loved and 
obeyed his Maker, could not expect to 
meet with no afflictions. No, my 
child; the wise and great God, who 
always does what is best for us, often 
sends very heavy sorrows to those who 
are most dear to Him, to try their 
hearts, whether they will indeed be 
His both in trouble and in joy : and 
because. He knows too, that in sorrow 
patience and gentleness, and a great 
many other sweet tempers are gained, 
all tempers such as the happy adgels 
possess in; heaven ; so now Abraham, 
who had learnt to love and obey God 
in his happiness, is to learn to love 
and . obey him too when afflictions 
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come; and for this purpose his hea- 
venly Father one day called to him, 
and told him to take his darling child 
and offer him up to God for a burnt 
offering. We may think how sad hid 
poor heart would feel at receiving such 
a command, and now the tears would 
come into his eyes whenever he looked 
at bis dear Isaac wHom he loved so 
fondly; but he never once murmured, 
or begged that God would not give 
him so hard a trial ; he never asked 
why he was to perform- the duty im- 
posed, or thought of questioning the 
wisdom or the mercy of the order which 
he had received ; God had given the 
command plainly, and therefore it was 
right in his eyes; he knew that the 
son whom he loved belonged to God, 
and that He had a right to take him 
back again in any way he thought best; 
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besides, though he loved Isaac dearly, 
he loved God still more. So the next 
jawning he got up very early, and 
saddled the ass, and cut the wood 
which was to burn on the altar where 
he was to kill Ms son ; then he took his 
dear child . with Mm, who cheerfully 
carried the wood, and they set out 
both together for the place of which 
God had told him. As they were 
going along, Isaac said, " My father, 
behold the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for the burnt offer- 
ing ?" Then Abraham, answered, "My 
son* God will provide himself a lamb for 
abumtofrering;" and tbey continued to 
travel on together. When they were 
at their journey's end, Abraham took 
his dear child, and bound him, and 
laid him on the altar upon the wood; 
but we do not read that Isaac once 
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struggled, or distressed his poor father 
with his cries, or everi begged to be re- 
leased. No ; he was calm and patient, 
picturing to us that still more mild 
and patient Saviour who came after 
him, and who willingly laid d*wn Hi* 
life for Ms moat cruel enemies. Abra- 
ham stretched, oat his hand, and took 
the knife to sky bis son ; but no sooner 
had hedobe so, than he heard a vutee 
calling to ham oat of heaven, and de- 
siring him to release his dear child, for 
that God only intended to try whether 
be Was ready to part with what be 
loved best is this world* to obey his 
Maker, and that He Was qwte sfttis* 
fied with bis obedience. Then Abra* 
ham, in the fatness of hk very thank* 
fill heart, looked roitad for something 
that he might offer up to God, to show 
bis gratitude far this great mercy, aod 
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he saw a ram caught by his horns in 
the bushes just by him, and he took 
the ram, and offered it up instead of his 
son. — Ah, ray child! what a lesson 
for us all is written here ! and what 
serious questions it tells us every dne 
to ask ourselves ! What do / love best 
in the world? Is it myself or my 
friends, my health or my comfort ? 
Whatever it be, however dear, how- 
ever necessary it may seem, I mast be 
ready cheerfully to part with it at God's 
command ; it is His* Nothing cfcri be 
called my own; I must never, therefore, 
even wish to keep any thing away from 
God, which He desires me to return to 
Him. I do every night and morning 
say these words, " Thy will be done." 
O good God! let me every moment 
think them, and feel them, and do 
them, that I may be ready at all times 
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to say with a cheerful heart, and with 
a very true wish to give up my own 
will upon all occasions, " Behold, Lord, 

all that I have is thine." 

/• 

13, 

When Abraham was grown very 
old indeed, and thought he had but a 
short time to live, he began to wish very 
much to see his dear son Isaac happily 
married before fate died ; and as he could 
not find amongst the women of that 
country, a wife for his son, who would 
fear and love the good God, be sent a 
very faithful servant of his to a place a 
great way off, to look for one amongst 
some of his own relations. The good 
old man arrived at the city of Nahor, 
to which he one evening had been 
directed, Just about the time that the 
women of the place used to go to the 

F 
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well to draw water; and as he wag 
afraid of makiqg a. bad choice if he 
trusted to himself,, be knelt down by 
the sic|e of the well, and prayed* that 
whoever the Lord would fix upon for 
Isaac's wife, might come down there 
and offer him wipe water for his camels 
to drink. In those countries people 
had camels instead of horses for their 
journeys. He bad scarcely done pray- 
ing, before a very sweet-looking young 
woman came down to the well, and 
filled her pitcher, and as soon as she 
sa\f the servant standing there, and 
the poor camels, looking sadly tired 
after their long journey, she first gave 
the man water to drink out of her 
pitcher, and then said she would dr*w 
sgain for his camels till they had; 
quenched their thirst. Now camels 
drink, but seldom, but when they are 
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» * 

thirsty they ta£e a large quantity «t & 
time, so that stae had a very great deal 
of trouble in drawing all this water; 
therefore the servant saw by this Kttle 
action that she was not idle, but Tcind 
and good-natured and pitiful, and he 
felt sore that this was the person whom 
Hie Lord intended for Isaac's wife. 
Then he said to her, '< Whose daughter 
art thorn ?" and she told him her name 
was Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, 
by which he found out she was Abra- 
ham's niece ; and she invited him and 
his camels to come with her to her 
father's house. But he did not forget, 
before he left the well, to kneel down 
and thank the good God who had so 
provided every thing for bis advantage. 
When they reached Rebekah's home, 
he was very kindly received by her 
father and mother, and he told them 

p2 
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who he ^ and why he w» _ 
and how he had begged the Lord to 
show him a wife for Isaac : then her 
parents gladly consented that she 
should go back with him and be mar- 
ried to so good a man ; and they set 
out together for the land of Canaan. 
Abraham and Isaac were quite pleased 
at the success of this journey, and Isaac 
married Rebekab, and loved her very 
dearly. Yes, my dear child, kindness 
and sweet temper are better gifts than 
beauty, for these are loved by God ; 
and it is the foolish and the vain who 
thinkof outward appearance. A wicked 
proud heart may be hid under a fair 
skin and bright colour; but the tender, 
and the loving, and the humble child 
is God's delight. Rebekah sought for 
opportunities of showing that she was 
God's child by being kind to her fellow- 
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creatures, and even to the poor dumb 
animals that could not ask for them- 
selves. Will my dear child pray to do 
the same? Will she remember, that 
little, and weak, and helpless as she is, 
she may still show her wish to imitate 
her blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
" went about doing- good ;" and will 
she often think Of some very comforting 
words which that gracious Saviour has 
said to those who can do but very little, 
that even a cup of cold water given to 
a little helpless -child, out of love to 
Him, shall never lose its reward ? 

14. 

Isaac aid Rebekah were married a 
great many years before they had any 
i^bild; and as they wished for one very 
much, thafcthe promised Saviour might 
be bora in theirifamily, they asked this 

f3 
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favour from the good God, who soon 
after sent them two little boys, the 
eldest of whom they called Esau, and 
the , youngest Jacob. Esau was very 
fond of hunting, but Jacob used to 
stay at home and lead a quiet life: 
when I read this story, it always seems 
to me that the one loved pleasure and 
amusement, and the other delighted in 
God. As Esau was the elder, it was 
supposed that, by right of birth, the 
great nation, which God had promised 
to bless so particularly, would be born 
from him, and his father was therefore 
to give him a better blessing than 
Jacob; but Esau seems to have thought 
very little about the great happiness 
of having such a Saviour come into the 
world, and spring from his family ; 
for one day, when he came in, very 
tired, from hunting, and saw his brother 
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eating some broth, or pottage as the 
Bible calls it, he promised to exchange 
this great blessing of his birthright for 
the poor provision of food that Jacob 
was then eating. So the exchange 
was made, and a sad exchange indeed 
it was : thus it always is, when things 
of earth are loved better than things of 
heaven.— Dear lit tie child! though your 
fond mother calls you hers, and loves 
you so tenderly ; though she lives with 
you constantly, and prays for you hourly; 
you really belong to One, who loves 
you ten thousand times better, who 
tends you more carefully, who watches 
you more incessantly, whose every 
thought towards you is love. The 
great and good God Himself conde- 
scends to acknowledge you for His 
own, and to call Himself your loving 
alid tender Father; as His dear child 
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He gives you a birthright, and a glo- 
rious promise if you will not despise it. 
By this birthright you may belong to 
Him always, and receive from Him all 
that can make your soul live for ever: 
this glorious promise is a home in 
heaven. You may part with these high 
hopes if you desire it, Hke foolish Esau ; 
you may sell them for something as 
little lasting as his mess of pottage. 
Poor fellow! when it was eaten he 
vould soon be hungry again ; and when 
any careless children exchange their 
thoughts and hopes of God and heaven 
for any wicked inclinations and plea- 
sures which belong only to themsehres 
and this world, their joys quickly pass 
away, then they begin to be in wast, 
and to sigh after the pleasures of their 
father's house. Be not, my child ! like 
tfcera, but ponder in your littkiiww* 
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what your lips each night and morning 
utter; and when with your feeble voice 
you exclaim, "Our Father which art in 
heaven/ 9 remember that you are in- 
deed called to be His own, and as such, 
to love and value above all things, the 
portion which He is desirous to give 

you. 

15. 

Now we come to a sad history! and 
my little child will be pained tp see 
distress brought upon poor old Isaac 
in his latter years, and Rebekah and 
Jacob, who till now have appeared So 
good, falling into a very great sin. We 
must, however, hear the whole truth, 
and perhaps it may teach us some use- 
ful lesson which we will try to remem- 
ber as long as we live. I told you, that 
because Esau was the elder son, he 
was to have a better blessing from his 
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-father than Jacob; now, Jacob was his 
mother's favourite, and she wished him 
very much to get the blessing from 
Esau, as he had before done, the 
birthright ; so she took a sad deceitful 
way of bringing about what she widbed 
for her darling ; but it did not in the 
end make her happy. Good Isaac 
was not only old, but quite blind be- 
fore he died; and one day, when he was 
thinking that he might very likely soon 
go out of this world, he told Esau that 
he would give him the blessing he had 
promised him as soon as he came in 
from hunting, and had brought him 
some venison to eat. When Rebekah 
heard this* she went to her dear Jacob, 
and desired him to pass himself off for 
Esau, and to take some meat in his 
hand, which she would give him, and 
to get the blessing from his father, 
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saying, "I am Esau thy first-born." 
Ah, Rebekah ! was that real love for 
thy child which bade thee persuade. 
him to do a wicked action ? And thou, 
poor Jacob ! bast, thou forgotten, that 
though thy -earthly father could not 
see thee, thy heavenly. Father's eyes 
w«re upon thee, and that " lying lips 
are hateful to the Lord ?" Jacob did 
indeed forget to think of God at this 
sad moment^ and though. Isaac said, 
" The voice is Jacob's voice," still he 
believed Jacob's assurance that it was 
Esau himself who was before him, and 
he gave him the blessing which he 
asked for. Bid he give him happiness 
too, with it ? Ah no! Jacob's own heart 
tdtd him he had done, wrong; and 
Esau, when he came in from hunting, 
Mfeft very angry, and threatened to kill 
him ; so that Rebekah was obliged to 
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send her dear Jacob away from his 
fathers house to her own brother 
Laban, who lived a great way off, fbr 
fear that Esau should really hurt his 
brother : this made her veiy unhappy, 
and now, I dare say, she bitterly re* 
pented of the great fault she had com- 
mitted. We wonder that she should 
have been guilty of it ; we sigh to see 
that Jacob, whom we had used to think 
so good, should haye been led into so 
great a sin; but, my little child! though 
we must be very sorry for the faults of 
others, we must not be surprised at 
them ; " there is none really good but 
One, that is, God ;" we have every one 
of us an evil nature within us, which 
often leads us into sin : this must make 
us very pitying and forgiving to every 
body who is so unhappy as to do wrong; 
it must, teach us to think very humbly 
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of ourselves, knowing that " without 

God's grace we can do nothing," and 

remind us to watch very closely all 

that passes within our own hearts, and 

to say very earnestly to the good God 

this most needful prayer, " Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil/* 

16. 

We must now see how poor Jacob 
fared, when, through his own bad be- 
havymr, he was obliged to leave his 
fathers house, and go into a far distant 
country: sadly enough he journeyed 
along, no doubt ; and when he rested 
the first night, he had nothing but the 
cold ground for his bed, and a stone 
for his pillow; but the good God, can 
give comfort every where ; He . can 
change the dreariest spot into a place 
of happiness ; and though our hearts 

G 
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may be heavy when we lie down to 
sleep at night, He often makes us wake 
with peace and joy in- the mornings 
So now He did to the poor wanderer 
in his distress ; by which we may be 
quite sure that He saw how very truly 
Jacob had repented of his past fault, 
and grieved for what he had done. 
For what sweet sight, do you think, was 
given to Jacob whilst his outward eyes 
were fast closed in sleep? Such a sight 
as you and 1, my child, have never yet 
beheld, nor even can fancy in all its 
brightness* " He dreamed, -and saw a 
ladder set upon the earth, and the top 
of it reached to heaven, and behold, 
the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending upon; it." And (best of all !) 
the Lord Himself stood above it, and 
He said sweet words of comfort to 
Jacob, and promised that He wovld be 



FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 63 



with him wheresoever he went, and 
bring him m safety again to his own 
country. In His mercy, the great 
God promised too, that the blessed 
Saviour should be born in his family, 
as He had before said both to Abraham 
and Isaac. Oh ! how joyfully did Jacob 
awake from this sweet and heavenly 
dream, a dream of truth sent by his 
merciful Father to comfort him in his 
great sorrow: then, with a grateful 
heart, he rose from his hard but happy 
pillow, and he promised faithfully that 
he would always take the Lord for his 
God. And the Lord afterwards changed 
his name from Jacob to Israel. Jacob 
was at first kindly received by bis uncle 
Laban, and he married his two daugh- 
ters, Leah and Rachel, and the good 
God gave a blessing to all that he did, 
so that he grew rich, and succeeded in 

o2 
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all he undertook ; but after some time, 
Laban began not to look so kindly 
upon Jacob as he had done before, and 
the Lord then told him to take his 
wives, and children, and all that he 
had, and return again to his own 
country. When he was on the road 
to his own home, his sin against Esau 
rose sadly to his remembrance, and be 
sent to beg his brother's forgiveness 
before his return ; but the servant came 
back to him. and told him that Esau 
was coming to meet him with a very 
large number of people, and Jacob felt 
afraid. Then he prayed very earnestly 
to the good God to save him, and be- 
gan his prayer quite humbly, as we 
should always do when we speak to 
snch an almighty and glorious Lord ; 
for he said, " O God of my father 
Abram, and God of my father Isaac, I 
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am not worthy of the least of all the 
mercies which thou hast showed unto 
thy servant." And O! how lovingly 
did the mighty God listen to, and 
grant poor Jacob's prayer: He so 
softened Esau's once angry temper, 
with His own spirit of love and gentle- 
ness, that, instead of saying one unkind 
word to Jacob, who very meekly hum- 
bled himself before him, he ran to meet 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him, and they both wept. Blessed, 
blessed sight ! for these were tears of 
sorrow for past faults, and of love, and 
forgiveness, and joy, once more to meet 
again as. dear friends and long-lost 
brothers. Yes, my loved child, heaven 
and earth rejoice when the angry 
temper is subdued, and peace returns 
between those who .were born to love 
each other. If a brother or a sister 

g3 
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offend, let not an angry sound be 
raised ; " a soft answer turneth away 
wrath;" and if pride, or peevishness, 
or self-love have disturbed one little 
heart within the home where all was 
harmony and peace, O think upon the 
kiss of kind forgiveness Esau gave his 
brother, think of the humble pardon 
asked by sorrowing Jacob, think of the 
holy angels who "rejoice in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth;" above 
all, think of the blessed Virgin's Son, 
" that sweet and lovely child!" 

His soul was gentle as a lamb ; 

And as his stature grew, 
He grew in favour both with man, 

And God His Father too. 

Now, Lord of all, He reigns above, 

And from His heavenly throne 

' He sees what children dwell in love* 

Apd marks them for His own. 
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17. 

I believe I told you that Jacob (or 
Israel as he is often called) had two 
wives, Leah and Rachel ; he had also 
twelve sons ; the two best of these were 
Joseph and Benjamin ; they were the 
children of his wife Rachel, who was 
very very dear to him ; and this dear 
wife was taken to heaven, just after 
Benjamin was born. Joseph was bis 
darling above all the others, and indeed 
we cannot wonder at it, for we shall 
soon see how he served God and was 
loved by Him, and what a kind and 
gentle creature he was. His father 
had given him a coat of many colours 
as a proof of his love ; but, alas ! the 
affection that Jacob showed him raised 
some very wicked passions in the breasts 
of his older brothers, and " they hated 



68 BIBU2 STORIES 

him, and Could not speak peaceably 
unto him." Now the good God was 
in those days often pleased to make 
known His will to His people in dreams, 
very different from the common dreams 
we have now, which it would be both 
foolish and wrong to be . guided by, 
because we have now God's own word 
written down to be our rule and di- 
rection. These extraordinary dreams, 
which God's people then received, were 
often sept to them with advice and 
comfort; and Joseph had two messages 
sent from God in this manner, by which 
he was taught that he should some 
time be greater than his brethren* $nd 
have power over them ; and as he 
foolishly told them these dreams* they 
hated him still more than they had 
done before. So, one day* when his 
father had sent him upon a kind errand 
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to them, as they were feeding their 
flocks, they determined to kill him, 
and put his body into a pit, and say 
that some savage animal had devoured 
him . But one of these brothers, nam£d 
Reuben, had more pity 'than the rest, 
and he said, " Let us not kill him;" so 
he persuaded them to put him alive 
into the pit, which was very deep, but 
had no water in it ; and he intended, 
when his brothers were gone away at 
night, to come again to the place, and 
take him safely home to his father. 
But as they were sitting down to eat 
their dinner, (strange, that they could 
eat whilst they had left their poor 
brother in so much misery!) some 
merchants came by, who were travel- 
ling into a far country, and, thinking 
now to get safely rid of Joseph, with- 
out the great sin of leaving him there 
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to die, they sold him to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver, and the 
Ishmaelites carried Joseph into Egypt. 
Reuben was not by, when all this hap- 
pened, and when he came again to the 
pit and found no one in it, he was very 

sorry indeed. But what was to be said 

* 

to poor old Jacob when the others 
should go back at night, and no Joseph 
be with them ? My dear child, I hardly 
can bear to tell you of so much wicked- 
ness, but it must be told : these cruel 
brothers did not spare their good old 
father, or pity his sorrows, nor did they 
fear to tell a lie before the great God, 
who knew all that had passed, any 
more than they had feared to hate and 
ill-use poor Joseph ; so they dipped the 
coat which his father had given him, 
into some blood, and carried it home 
with them, making Jacob believe that 
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his darling son had been devoured by 
a wild beast: and this fond father wept, 
and could not be comforted. But we 
will be comforted, dear child; for a 
happy end shall come at last to all his 
troubles. One little moment longer 
we must bear to think of the cruel 
sons of Jacob, that we may learn to 
hate the faults which they were guilty 
of, though we will not hate, but only 
pity those unhappy people who commit 
such sins. Take care of jealousy ; that 
is, pray to God to give you a heart that 
shall delight to see the goodness, and 
to hear the praises of other people. 
O ! be glad when others are glad, for 
it is a sweet joy to " rejoice with those 
who do rejoice ;" and if a brother or a 
sister have gained a smile of appro- 
bation, or a look of love, or a word of 
praise from the dear parents and friends 
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whom you most wish to please ; nay; 
even should you at the same time be 
little noticed, or, it may be, in disgrace 
for some fault which well deserves re- 
proof, feel even at that moment, that 
you can still take pleasure in their joy, 
for so should " little children love one 
another." It was jealousy first, that 
led Joseph's unkind brothers to use 
him ill ; and it was pride, which did 
not like the thoughts of his being set 
over them, that at last determined 
them to get lid of him entirely. Pride 
and jealousy are two great faults in the 
sight of God; may they never be suffered 
to live and grow in your infant bosom ; 
they begin with very little beginnings, 
with feelings, and thoughts, and wishes; 
but they grow stronger and stronger, 
if they are not early taHen away by 
God's gracious Spirit, till they end, as 
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ire have just seen; ; in cruelty, and ha- 
tred, and hardness of heart; m evil 
deeds as well a* evil purposes. 



- « 



Now let us inquire what became bf 
Joseph after he .had been sold to the 
Ishmaetytes, and; be&i carried by them 
idto the far distdttt dountry of £gypt{ 
kit us see whether his unkind brother^ 
have indeed had power to hurt hint; 
and whether bis God has quite forsakert 
him. As soon as he arrived at Hfe 
journey's end, he jvas again sold a$ a 
servant to. a rich ttian called' Potiph&ri, 
and here he was very happy; for in thU 
hmpble condition he behaved So well, 
that tax master loved him, and trusted 
bin* with every thing that he/bad ; and 
Godfe blessing so rested upon him, that 
every thing went w«H which he under- 

H 
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took. Bat» as, I told you before, those 
who love and serve God will be per- 
, mitted to have sorrow and trials some- 
times, to make them love Him still 
better, and trust Him still more ; and 
so it was; with Joseph now; for Poti- 
phar's wife was a very wicked woman, 
apd trfcd to prevail upon Joseph to be 
wicked too, t to disobey God, and to 
behave ill to his i^astef; and when he 
wojftld not listen tp her persuasions, 
ph£ jn^de up a ver^) wicked story which 
thp told .to, her husband: this made 
him think that: Joseph had behaved ill, 
and his master was very much dis*- 
£lep9$d, and put him in prison. And 
now, my child, how do you suppose 
he! felt there? very sad and sorrowful, 
very ^ngry with his waster, and very 
festful tJurthisGod had forgotten biiii 
i$ bis distress? No, not one feeling of 
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this sort came near him; the God whom 
he served so faithfully, Himself was 
his comforter. Joseph would not sin 
against God, to gain the favour of his 
mistress; and now we read that " the 
Lord was with Joseph 9 ' in the prison ; 
and when the Lord draws near to us, 
He always brings with Him eotttetft, 
and peace, and joy. Even the keeper 
of the prison learned' to love JosepH ; 
and though he was ibut lip, he was still 
able to be of some use to others, for he 
took care of the rest of the prisoners, 
and comforted them, and did them 
good. Now Joseph had received from 
God the power of understanding dreamfc; 
and not long after this, Pharaoh, the 
king of Egypt, had two extraordinary 
ones, sent him by the Lord, which 
nobodycould explain to him ; so, having 
heard of Joseph, he sent for him out 

h2 
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of prison, and was told by him that 
these dreams wete meant to let him 
know thajt for seven years there would 
be a great deal more corn in the eoun- , 
try than, there bad ever been before, 
and that wbeti these seven years were 
pndedy, there would.he auch a- scarcity, 
prrfamine^ &g it is .called, all. over the 

«artb y ;that there would be no bread at 

* * * 

elltoefct. All ) this: happened ^acActly 
(S Joseph had- f gift, aad :thb king re- 
Wfusfetf him wUkaUjrorts of presents, 
and made him; govarodir bver.all the 
land )of JBgypti So tootf , Joseph wis a 
yeryi greftfr add nob man, and. God 
gave hh»both the will and. the power 
tfthes^wtful indeed; fori whilst the 
^niw^^o plentiful, he ordered barns 
tft i?e buHU K ftnd laid up. ih them very 
larg§ p?ovwo^;r therefore, when the 
4tiveq yeas* pf; scarcity dame, there was 
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still plenty of bread in Egypt, and 
people came there from all the coun- 

* 

tries round to buy corn, when they 
were ready to perish . Happy Joseph ! 
thus to be blessed of God, and raised 
up by Him to be a helper to others in 
their distress. Happy Joseph ! thus to 
have been saved in the hour of tempta- 
tion, and by God's grace enabled to 
refuse to act wickedly. Happy Joseph! 
even shut up within thy prison walls, 
for God was with thee in the prison. 
We will pray that our lot may be like 
thine, that thy God may be our God, 
ever near to strengthen and comfort us, 
whether we be tempted, or ill treated, 
or sad, or forsaken ; " if God be for 
us,' who can be against us ?" Joseph's 
brothers thought to do him harm, but 
the great God, whom he served, turned 
all their anger to his good ; well then 

h3 
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may we say, as the Scriptures teach us 

- # 

to do, " happy are the people that are 
in BUffh a case; yea, blessed are the 
♦peppier, yrfjq ^ave the, . Lord for . their 

. ;  ; K. ■•') "•)'/■ « . . . • 

, I wis*f you were old enough to read 
* c ^y(WhJW3^«^^:pWd, for 
I sadi^s^^ 

tyiM^&fym* mm w™fe butpo^s 

.^/W^^md^.-iii^t leaye out 
fflW.;*^^ ft ^Jrich nwkfr.* to° 
to - V,W to >N^ ^nd which: perhaps 
ya^ra^hj; not ( ,pow:vader8tan4. We 
left poor old 4^^ob and b£s sous in the 
fen^ .of Jpapaau, whilst ws followed 
Joseph to hia prison* and to. the, king's 
p^Uce. Now, > by and by the sc^rcjty 
of corn waa veiigreat fa £«a^ j .fa 
whep Jacob heard that there was plenty 
in the laud of Egypfe he> <te#£ft jtyis 
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sons to go down there, and try to bay 
food for themselves and' him ; but he 
would not part with his little Benjamin, 
for he was now the only child he had 
left of his dear wife Rachel, and he was 
afraid: that mischief would happen to 
him: As soon* *ias Jacob's sons came 
into Egypt,, they Were brought* before 
Joseph,, for: be "wa^ governor over alt 
the : land* ' and ' it was he who sold the 
tarn. )< He! .whs id changeld that they 
did /no* t-ec^llecti hiiii, but he tdmim* 
bwed //indirectly;, 1 though he did; not 
sfl first makfehinrselfi knows to them. 
Atari .lwh<m : !th£y bofcraijl down before 
him, he asked thenr r k great many 
qgf^tjpBll, itwd Aeaflfesired theril to re* 
t4rn<&^e^ Agate, tmdtb /bring tbdnr 
JWJPgftSt bfothe^witft ;them. But hi 
<bdwt\ 9mAtk&§ backta^lra'unkfadly, 
a&<ticaR>igbll bate/ done^ and befuse to 
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grant them the corn they asked for; 
no, he gave it them " without money 
and without price; 99 for, when they 
opened their sacks, they found them 
not only full of corn, but the money 
that tbey hid paid for it: was put bade 
again there safely. At first poor old 
Jacob refused to let his darling Benja- 
min go back with his brothers, as Jo- 
seph had desired; for he thought of 
the dear child that he had lost, and 
feared to lose Benjamin also; but when 
all the com was done, and they were 
afraid to ask for more without him, he 
consented to part with him, though 
very sorrowfully, and sent him away 
with the rest. Has Joseph forgotten 
Ins dear old father all this time? Is 
his heart grown proud* and hard, and 
selfish, now^ that he ife great and power- 1 
fill? and, caring only for himself, has 
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he ceased to love his tittle Benjamin 
alpo? O no; his first words when 
they returned wer% " Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spake ; is 
he yet alivfe? " And, immediately after, 
wheht he liftied! up his eyes, and saw 
his brother Benjamin/ his mother's 
son, | hd srfid; :" Is this yoiir younger 
brother of whdrii yehpake^to mef ?;" &&& 
he .said, . " God be gracious unto theey 
nsy son P - * lien; his full heart could no 
longer bear its warm feelings of love 
and joy, and "he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there/* Kindly did 
he entertain all his 'brethren, and 
talked with them (though they knew 
him not) of the dear father whom they 
had left behind; and when they repeat- 
ed to Joseph how poor old' Jacob had 
mourned at parting with Benjamin, 
saying, " If any mischief befall him, ye 
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shall bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave," Joseph could not 
refrain himself, but wept aloud, and 
said unto his brethren, "I am Jo- 
seph ;" and again he asked, " Doth my 
father yet live? And his brethren 
could not answer him, for they were 
troubled at his presence." O poor 
unhappy sons of Jacob! now indeed 
are you humbled before your brother; 
now indeed may all your sins rise to 
your remembrance with shame and 
sorrow; for this Joseph, whom you 
have so ill treated, is become your com- 
forter, your preserver, your support. 
Does he reproach his brothers for their 
cruel treatment ? Listen to his own 
mild words ; " I am Joseph your bro- 
ther, whom ye sold into Egypt; now 
therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves}, that ye sold me hither, for 
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God 'did send me before you to pre- 
serve life: so now- it was not you that 
sent me hither, but God." Ah, my 
child! / have read of a greater than 
Joseph, and whilst I tell this story 
my heart will turn to think of Him 
and to praise Him. Yes; this Joseph, 
so .tender and forgiving, is intended to 
remind us of one, who, like him, was 
sold for thirty pieces of silver, to His 
most cruel enemies; " who was taken 
to prison and to death," though He had 
done no wickedness, and who, in His 
bitterest sufferings, prayed for His 
murderers, and even died for their very 
sakes. Like Joseph too, He was 
raised from a prison to a throne, a 
throne in heaven; for He of whom I 
speak is " King of kings, and Lord of 
lords;" He is your Saviour, and. mine, 
my child, even the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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who now feeds us with . bread, bread 
more to be desired, than Joseph's,, for 
ours is " the bread of Jife, n . which we 
ask for day by , day, that aur. drooping 
souls may live for eVer* Shall not wte 
then love thia story of Joseph still better 
than before, since it reminds us of this 
loving. Saviour, and . all that He has 
done for us ? Shall we not treasure it 
in our hearts, and pray that we ihay, 
like Him, . be patient, and forgiving, 
mild arid gentle ? . Shall we not re- 
member His own sweet words,. " Bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you* and pray for them that 
despitefally use you and persecute 

you?" 

20. 

Ibayk not yet quite made an end 
of the story of Jogephy ray dear child ; 
I have yet one little word more to say 
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to you about his tender love to his once 
cruel brothers, and hits dutiful remem* 
brande of his dear old father Israel. 
As soon . as he had comforted his spr* 
rowing brethren, and assured them of 
his full forgiveness, he said unto them* 
€€ Haste ye, and go up to my father, 
and say unto him, Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt: come down to me, tarry not, 
last thou and thy household and all that 
thow hast . come to poverty." He did 
not forge*, you see, who it was that 
ftadtdone, these great things for him; 
be did not think highly of his own cle- 
verafess, rand boast of having raised 
Hm*s$ by wi&dotii and gdodndss to 

Ibe high place he held ; ©or did he 
give the praise to my man; for Ineithet* 
<dS& be $fty> The king hath made me 
lord over Egypt. No, no; hie welt knew 
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who it was that had directed the king's 
heart to send for him. He well knew 
who it was that had made him able to 
explain the king's dream when he ti>as 
sent for; he knew, and was be glad to 
acknowledge, that it was the great and 
good God, who had led him by the 
hand ever since the hour he Was born. 
Then " he fell on bis brother Benja- 
min's neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck; moreover he kissed 
all his brethren, and wept upon them, 
and after that his brethren talked with 
him." Soon, they set out upon their 
journey to tell this good news to their 
poor father; and Pharaoh the king, 
who loved Joseph, kindly told them to 
take wagons, in order to bring back 
the old man, and their own wives and 
children and all that they/ had, and 
promised that they shpuld all be taken 
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care of in his country, and treated 
kindly. But how did. Jacob receive 
the unexpected news ? It is said in 
the Bible, when " they told him, say- 
ing, Joseph is yet alive, and he i& go* 
vernor over the land of Egypt, Jacob's 
heart fainted, for he believed them noti 
And they told him all the words of Jo- 
seph which be had said unto them; 
and when he saw the wagons which 
Joseph had sent to carry him, the 
spirit of Jacob revived, and Israel said, 
It is enough, Joseph my son is yet 
alive, I will go and see him before I 
die." So he set out directly ; and when 
he was at a little distance, his dear and 
dutiful Joseph went to meet him, and 
" fell on his neck, and wept on his 
neck a good while. And Israel said 
unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face, because thou art 

i2 



88 BIBLE STORIES 

yet alive. H Ah, dear child! this was 
indeed a happy meetifig, and happily 
did they all continue to live together 
for maayinany years. Jacob was 
happy in seeing his dear son once more, 
and happier still in finding him blessed 
by the good God, arid grbwing every 
day in wisdom and goodness* And 
was not Josfeph happy too, do you 
think, in being permitted to take care 
of that dear father in bis old age who 
had watched ovei him so fondly Whep 
he was a little helpless baby, and 
always loved him, and had taught 
early to know and serve his God ? "Yds, 
he. was indeed happy, and he has left 
bs an example here too, which we will 
aeiver>forget. Have we dear parents 
Who love us tenderly, and lead us early 
to a .beaveMy Father that can bless us 
more? Does a fond mother's eye shed 
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tears for us when we are in sin and sor- 
row, and does a dear father's smile re- 
joice with us and gladden our bound- 
ing hearts when all is peace and love 
within our happy dwelling? O let us 
be their comfort and their hope from 
our earliest to our latest years ; let us 
give them our infant love, our youth* 
fill gratitude, the support of our man- 
ly strength if they require it; let us 
never grieve them by our faults, or 
forget . to follow their good advice and 
sweet example. < God's own book con- 
tains these never- toibe-forgotten words, 
" My son, keep thy father's command- 
ments, and forsake not t be law of thy 
mother/ 9 . 

• • 21;., 

. ; After the death of; good old Israel* 
Joseph and ' his brothers eontihued to 
live happily! all together in Egypt, > few 

i3 
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ing each- other as they had (lobe be- 
fore, and ^very thing going Well .with 
them; they were bleteed by <Gbd, vrhq 
called tbem;bb own, people ;-tbey were 
i» favohr -with Pharaoh, win* treited 
them kiadlyi ; and thei r families  grew 
krgeiaijd ptwerfnh these families were 
now called Isoaelhes, as being; the ehil* 
dren of Jacob, or Israel. But rthis 
happiness did qot last long. ;Ry and bf 
Joseph, died, and soon after, him tbe 
good king Pharaoh died also: then 
another Pharaoh, who vfas a' wicked 
X&dLU) came to be king; and he did not 
like) : to see 'the! ehifcfoea ofi Israel, pro- 
sper, so hi toeatfedf tbita vfei*y unkindly 
indeed, using them ill and 'making 
them work much harder that they had 
strength t6 do;, and ait Jadt helfcom- 
mahdedi tiiat every mtfei boy- th^wafe 
boifa aq^fig^ti thetti shottkt/be jbhitarii 
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into the river. This was a sad cruel 
order, and it *pade the poor parents 
very unhappy ; but God, the great 
God/ has ways of saving his people 
who trust in him when there seems to 
he no* hope at ail that man can either 
see or understand. ' Now there wa* 
among the Ifcra*lit6s^ man called Am- 
ram, add ; hpr* Wife's name was Jttche- 
bedi. > 1 1 God* »gave . : them a* darling tittle 
bojv and they loredhim;so rinicfr'thdt 
they could : hot bean the '< thought of his 
being drowned J<Wttn»ee [ m oaths his 
mother contrived t6Jhid^ 'him in the 
hoiite, so ttoat he ; wad not discovered; 
but at last^ wfcen she found that she 
ootidd^do'tofboUongier, she determined 
totrust Wm entirely to ebd'soare, and 

twritiktt* Mttie cradle fot- Wth of bul- 
fasB&jr and tet <M » tte i» it whilk it 
fl&ted'tfiiKteg the 1 reie{te at the d%d of 
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the water. I dare say she prayed 
many an earnest prayer to the good 
God, all the time she was making it, 
that he would watch oyer and protect 
her helpless babe, and her requests 
were heard; God forsook him not, 
and, safe in His keeping, he rested as 
peacefully in his little rushy bed as if 
he had been hushed to sleep in his fond 
mother's arms. This poor mother 
durst not watch him herself, lest her 
anxious looks should show the treasure 
she had hid, so she sent his sister to 
stay, at a little distance from the spot, 
and see what should become of him. 
Soon after he was laid there, the king's 
daughter qame down to bathe in the 
river, quid, seeing something on the 
water*, she drew it towards her. Then 
the little babe began to weep, and God 
put the s!weet spirit of pity into thfc 
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heart of the king's daughter, and " she 
had - compassion on him, and said, 
This is one of the Hebrews' children;" 
so she fert' >bi*< ftitoer, who was at a 
Bttle ^disdance; to find a nurse for him, 
for shfe determined to save him and 
bring him up as her own son ; and who 
do you think .was found to take charge 
of the little infant boy ? A happy and a 
tender jnw&e indeed, even his own fond 
mother. Joyfully did she take her 
dear babe pnde more int6 her arms; 
and gratefully we may believe she 
tbaukad the merciful God, who had 
pces&ved her child and given her so 
great a blessing. So she kept him 
with her, feeding him with the food 
that God had given her for him, and 
teaching him, 'as he grew older, to know 
aikdi to lbvethe great) God His preserver, 
till the time whdnPha,r&oh's daughter 
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wished him to live with ter; then he 
became her son, and she called his 
name Moses. My child, will be ever 
forget what great things the Lord has 
done for Mm ? Do you not tbink that 
whilst he listened to the sweet story 
which his : mother would delight toteU 
of her fears .and her hopts when she 
trusted his weak cradle on the river's 
edge, his little heart would be full, at 
the thpught pf God's great goodness, 
and that he would clasp his infant 
hands and say, " 'This shall be our God 
for evet and ever, He will be oUr guide 
unto death." Then would his mother's 

* 

heart exult doubly in his deliverance 
from the perilous flood;, then would 
she pray more, fervently that the same 
Almighty God would still continue to 
be his gu^rd, would save him from the 
stormy tempest of bad passions which 
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might hereafter have power over his 
soul; from those more terrible waters 
of sin and wickedness which the Bible 
speaks of when it says, " Let not the • 
water-floods drown me, and let not the 
deep swallow me up." " Save me, O 
Lord; for the waters are come in, even 
linto my soul." 

22. 

When Moses grew up to be a man, 
he did not forget the good God who 
had watched 1 ovtfr his cradle, and 
whom he had learned to believe in, and 
to love, as soon as his little heart could 
feel what a God Of pewter and of mercy 
he belonged to; and as the Egyptians 
did not trust iA the one true God, but 
worshipped poor' senseless idols, Moses 
did not like ' to' remain any longer 
amongst such wicked people. He was 
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saddened too at seeing how cruelly tbey 
used the children t)f Israel, his own 
dear countrymen ; so he left all the 
riches and the pleasures of Pharaoh's 
house, and fled into a country where 
God was known and worshipped, and 
here he spent some time happy, in keep- 
ing his father-in-law's Sheep, and in 
being kept himself by God, who is the 
shepherd of us all. One day, while he 
was employed in watching his flock, 
the great and glorious Lord appeared 
; to him in a very -Wflpdferful manner, 
and told biro, that He was going to 
send him backintp Egypt* to teU Pha- 
raoh that IJe commatidadhim to let 
the poor ill-used Israelites, telve his 
country, aod also to let them kfctfw 
that the good God pitied their sorrows, 
and would lead them,, by him, into a 
much better land, called the land of 
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Canaan. Moses was at first afraid to 
go with such a message, but the Lord 
promised that He would give him 
power to do all that was peedful to be 
done ; and He let him take hi? brother 
Aaron with him to be a friend and a 
helper. JVIy child, when God gives 
any of his. servants a hard task to per- 
form, be always will send them 
strength, and every thing that they 
can want, to enable them to. do it pro- 
- perly, if /they will but seek t,heir 
strength from Him, and believe firm- 
ly that Hs will; give it them : so, with 

M 

this, certain trust;/ Moses and Aaron 
set out quite cheerfully, and they were 
not disappointed, for the good God was 
ever with them tp do fpr them all that 
He had promised. Pharaoh was very 
angry a£ the message which Moses 
brougjht, and said that he would never 
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let the children of Israel go. Nay, he 
even used them more cruelly than be- 
fore; but he was soon made to feel 
that the children of Israel's God was 
indeed a God of power. Moses did 
but stretch out the staff which he held 
in his hand, at God's command, and 
all the water in the country was turned 
into blood; still, however, Pharaoh's 
heart continued hard, so that a great 
many other dreadful plagues were 
brought upon the Egyptians, whilst the 
Israelites, God's own people, were 
kept Safe and well tinder their Father's 
proteclitig care.' Whenever a : tiew pu- 
nishment was sent- upoti his country, 
Pharaoh cried out to Moses, that he 
-wotild obey God's command, if the 
Lord would only take away this trouble 

> from him ; but as soon as ever it was 

« 

removed, his h&rt grew hard again as 
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before; and it was not till the great 
God had taken away the eldest child 
out of every family in Egypt, that Pha- 
raoh really permitted the children of 
Israel to go. ButO! is this the story 
of the Egyptians only ? Are there none 
amongst us that refuse to keep our 
God's commandments, till His love. i$ 
shown in taking away some dear de- 
light which we have prized too much, 
that He may give us the greater bless- 
ing of obedient hearts, without which 
we can never be really entirely happy ? 
Are there no ungrateful Pharaohs now, 
who, when the good God has heard 
their prayers, turn against Him in their 
days of thoughtless joy, and oblige Him 
to send them sorrow upon sorrow in 
this world, that they may not weep for 
ever? Let us learn our lesson here, 
and when His first correcting stroke is 

k2 
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felt j pray earnestly that it 'may hot* 
be Sfcnt in vain ; then will our u sor- 
row be turned into joy," and the 
language of God's children will be in 
our hearts and on our lips, *' It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, that 
I might learn thy statutes." a Before I 
was troubled I went wrong, but now 
have I kept thy word.** 

is . . 

23. 

Well! is it not a pleasant thought, 
that at last the poor Israelites are set 
free from their hard slavery, and, in- 
stead of being ill-used by cruel Pharaoh, 
are travelling gently along, udder the 
care of faithful Moses, to the happy 
country \vhich the good- God wH! 
give them? But sweeter still is it to 
know,' that not only God's servant is 
their leader, but that the great and 
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mighty God Himself is with them by 
the way, showing Himself to them as 
they journey along, to keep up their 
spirits, and cheer them on the road. 
For it is written in the Bible, " The 
Lord went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them in the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light to go by day and 
night ; " so that whenever they looked 
before them they saw this pillar going 
with them, and they knew tha{ a 
Friend was, near, with whom they could 
not hut be safe. This was very, comforts 
ing; for, though they had turned their 
backs on Pharaoh, they were not yet at 
home ; they, had still a long and dreary 
wil4en)esB,tQpass through, where many 
enemies might attack them. And -so 
ft fa witbrus, )jnys child, now, even 
whilst j I Apeak, ; w W<e *m i jonrnejting 

k3 
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through a world where there ifc danger, 
sorrow, and sin, and which must be 
passed before wfc com£ to the home 6f 
peace, and love, and joy y which our 
great Gcni has prepared for us. This 
great €fod :now aits the very same kind 
part by us' that he did to the Israelites 
of old; for he has sent us a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to set us free 
froto laB eaeiay ten thousand times 
wore cruel 4Vikri Pharaoh, and who 
will fcfe 0«r kaderand our g^iide when- 
ever we desire in good earnest to fol- 
low in his steps. Our enemy is the 
devil ; yourtg myqto are, you have often 
heard of hkny and hk dfcshterto have 
yow for his slave; < but '■ your, lovmg Sa- 
viour has^^'HiniieKfo^iyou^ to save 
groii Atom his ' ^owmt i He tiwvets along 
with youi §ev4ry* • etep^f your i j Wirtiey % 
VuHfryroi trust in«in^ ymifehhfrfofe 
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safe; He will-overthrow t/<mr enemies, 
as we read that He saved the Israelites 
in the day of their distress. For now, 
they too came into;. a great difficulty: 
no sooner were they gone out of 
Egypt, than Pharaoh grew more an- 
gry than before, and set out with 
a great army to overtake and hring 
them back again. Comfortably. were 
they resting by the sea-side when all 
these cruel people c^nte in sight, , and 
for a moment how terrified wer$ T tjbe 
poor fearful . Israelites aft ttieir - apr 
proach! But Moses: s^d wqfr> them, 
" Fear not ; stand still, and s#$ the sal- 
vation of the Lord;, for the ; Egyptians 
whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall 
see them again ri& more for ever:" 
then, at theiComm^n^ of the eighty 
Godj Jiel^tretchfrtilQirt ,hiS;bfmd.oy#r 
tiie feeay and^in fr^ment* ^he^a^e^s 
divided in the middle, so as to make 
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a safe path for the Israelites to go 
through. But presently the Egyptians 
followed — men, horses, and chariots 
all quickly rushed after them ; when 
suddenly, again God gave the sign; 
back dashed the sea in all its Airy, and 
whilst the happy Israelites came safe 
on shore, " the waters returned, and 
covered the chariots, and the horse- 
meti, and all the host of Pharaoh that 
came into the sea; there remained not 
so much as one of them." — " And Is- 
rael saw that great work which the 
Lord did upon the Egyptians : and the 
people fe&red the Lord, and believed 
the Lord and His servant Moses/' 

24. 

On! what a joyful song was that 
which Moses ttttd his petiple sang to 
the good Gttd, after their, wonderfiil 
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escape from Pharaoh and his large 
army! Well indeed might they raise 
their sweetest hymn <>$ praise for such 
a deliverance; well indeed might their 
grateful hearts rejoice when they look- 
ed upon the dead bodies of the Egyp- 
tians, and found that they, themselves 
had still strength and voices, left to 
Worship God! And rfi^il «ot we, my 
child, joyfully delight to thank Him, 
often as He turirt tway sickness, and 
sorrow, and danger from our path? 
Shall hot we take up the words of 
Moses and this: happy people, and re- 
peat with gratitude, " The Lord is 
my strength and my song, and He is 
become my salvation: He is my God, 
my father's God, and I will exalt 
Him ?"— - But, ah I too soon do we for- 
get His goodhess, thotigh for ?. little 
while we love to think of Hhn, to tell 
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what great things He has done for us, 
to feel that we shall never fear again, 
that we most always trust and love 
the Almighty Father who has once 
stretched out His arm to save us. 
And this was exactly the case with the 
poor Israelites: thankfully they set out; 
but as they journeyed onwards, they 
passed through a part of the wilder- 
ness where they found no water : three 
days they travelled forward, and met 
witfa.no cool spring to quench their 
thirst ; at last the joyful sight ap- 
peared, they came to a clear stream — 
when, lo! to their great grief they 
found it bitter. — Now then is their 
time of trial, and how do they conduct 
themselves under it? do they pray to the 
good God to take the bitter taste away, 
or, bowing their thirsty lips to the run- 
ning brook, and taking patiently, the 
draught he has prepared, do they say 
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meekly, " What, shall we receive good 
at the band of God, and shall we not 
receive eVil?" — Alas! no; they were 
displeased, they murmured. — " Then 
Moses cried to the Lord, and the 
Lord showed him a tree, which when 
he had cast into the waters, the waters 
were made sweet ; and with this pre- 
sent He made them yet sweeter pro- 
mises of constant .help if they would 
hearken to the voice of their God, 
and do that which was right in His 
sight. And afterwards he led thqm on 
to a refreshing place called Elim, 
where there were shady trees, and 
wells in abundance of sweet water, 
and here they rested their weary 
limbs; here too we. will hope they 
thought of their past fault, and prayed 
to be forgiven. 

But we owe them thanks for the 
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lesson they have taught us : in our 
journey through life we shall come 
to some places where the Waters will 
be bitter; the sweet taste of pleasure 
and ' of joy must sometimes be ex- 
changed for the unpleasant cup of 
sorrow and of pain ; but kind is the 
hand that reaches, forth this cup. 
Tender is the mother who, in sickness, 
bestows upon the child of her fond 
love the medicine that is to bring 
back 'health to his weak body, and 
strength to his wearied limbs; he likes 
not the bitter taste, but he drinks it 
patiently, knowing that there is heal- 
ing in the draught. .Thus, our hea- 
venly Father, ten thousand times more 
kind than the fondest earthly parent, 
prtsepts us, when He sees fit, with the 
bitter waters of sorrow and of trial to 
heal our souls ; *till, however, there is a 
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sweetener of these bitter waters at all 
times near them; this sweetener is 
God's own word of comfort and of hope: 
we turn to it in sorrow with double 
earnestness and love, we mix some of 
its sweet promises with our tears, and 
we think upon His commandments to 
do them; then we begin to feel that the 
bitterness of our grief is past, and, 
like the children of Israel at Elim, we 
" find rest unto our souls/* 

25, 

Were I to tell you air the wonder- 
ful things that happened to the chil- 
dren of Israel in their journey through 
the wilderness, I should be fearful of 
tiring your little feeble mind, and of 
its being too weak to understand or to 
enjoy the description of the good God's 
great mercies; so I think I tnuat 

L 
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shorten my account, and only let you 
know small parte of these delightful 
stories. Indeed, 1 am sorry to repeat 
the same history of ingratitude and 
discontent over and over again; but 
$o it happened^ that as God was never 
tired of giving, so these discontented 
people were never tired of murmur- 
ing and grumbling when they came to 
any little distress or difficulty. Some- 
times they began to wish themselves 
in Egypt again, where they said they 
had plenty of meat (forgetting all they 
had suffered the*e)> and then their 
kind Fatjier woirfd supply their want* 
by bringing to them large flocks Of 
birds called quail?, for their daily 
food, aqd a sort of bread called 
manpftj, which, in His great goodness 
he raiqed. down fpr them from heaven* 
At another time they were very angry 
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because they had no water to -drink, 
and then the good God bade Moses 
strike the hard roek with his rod, and 
immediately a plentiful stream gushed 
out, so that all the pecfple could; drink. 
Again, there eame some -wflmies in 
their way, who tyatffcd to prevent their 
going into the good latfd tfeat Ood had 
promised thdm; but the Lord here loo 
was their friend, and He Ibqgbt ftk* 
theft, and struck down all tfatofe who 
would have done them harm. Ntiw 
all thaM things are intended to retaind 
us of still greater ; werties thtt ^tearfe 
^very day reviving from *h* bands of 
•the same great Lord, and to teach us 
not to " n^urmur as they ako murmur- 
ed," when for a little tninute our wants 
seem not to be supplied. When.tfcty 
were very hungry, though they saw rib 
bread aiound them, He caused it to fell 

l2 
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from heaven to keep them alive. When 
we are hungry, we have food brought 
to our tables in quite as wonderful a 
manner ; for the good God causes the 
corn to grow day by day out of the 
earth from a very tiny seed, and 
waters it with His showers, and ri- 
pens it with His sun, without which 
we could never have one loaf of bread 
for our support; and the cattle and 
the birds, which are our meat, are kept 
alive and fed by Him hour by hour, 
so that we may not want. But this 
bread of the Israelites too is meant 
to remind us of some blessing of our 
own, greater still than even this. Our 
loving Saviour Jesus Christ calls Him- 
self " the bread of life" — bread for 
the soul, without which it would die 
forever; for He says, " I am the living 
bread' that came down from heaven,** 
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" that a taiatt may eit thereof, and not 
die." Now, dear child ! this bread is 
given to us, -and if we will but receivfe 
it kite Out* hearts, it will always be 
our strength and our support, both 
in this world and in the next. When 
you are older, I hope the good God 
will enable you to understand these 
holy and important things much better ; 
to see too, hoW the rodk was intended 
to remind us of thte same strong and 
mighty Saviotar, and hot? He pours out 
His Holy Spirit ihto the minds of His 
hnmble aftd happy children, when 
they feel the want of such refreshm&it 
on theft jotirtiey. Ybu will also find 
tfeit you have enemies tf ho woiiti 
prevent your coming to the happy 
country which the good Lord desires 
to gife you; and you may Hope, fronS 
this story, that He will fight for fd& 

l3 
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as He did for the children of Israel, 
and prevent your wicked feelings of 
pride, and passion, and selfishness, and 
discontent, from having any power to 
do you harm. 

26. 

Whkn the Israelites bad been about 
three months upon their journey, the 
great God Almighty called His faithful 
servant Moses up the top of a very high 
hill, Mount Sinai, and there He ap- 
peared to him in a cloud, and spoke 
aloud, so that all the people might hear. 
The words that He there spoke were 
very precious words, for he told tbe 
Israelites what things they were to do, 
and what they were nqt to do, if they 
wished to please Him ; and these words 
are called the Ten Commandments. 
Four of these commandments were to 
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teach them, more particularly than 
they had ever yet been taught; how 
they were to love and serve the good 
God who had done such great things 
for them ; and the other six were to 
tell them, that if they really felt this 
love, they must show that they did so 
by trying to get the better of all selfish 
and wicked passions, and by doing to 
every creature in the world just what 
they should like to have done to them-* 
selves if they could change places With* 
them. Now, my dear little child, what 
a happy world this would be if we all 
so loved God, and so loved one another!. 
This is our doty now, as it was theirs 
at that time, and we will pray to our 
heavenly Father to make us every day: 
more desirous and willing to do it* 
When God had spoken these Ten Com-, 
mandments, He was so very good as to 
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write them upon two tables of stoae, 
that they might never be forgotten; 
and He desired Moses to make a taber- 
nacle, that is, a sort of tent, in which 
these two tables of stobe were to be 
kept. This tent was a very holy place, 
for here the sacrifices were to be offered 
in remembrance of the one great Sa- 
crifice which our blessed Saviour Jesus 
Christ was afterwards to make of His 
life for the sins of the whole world; 
and Aaron and his sons were to be 
called priests, ahd to attend upon this 
sacred place. In the days we live in* 
instead of tents w£ have holy buildings 
called churches* where the people meet 
together to join in praises to the great 
and good God; and here too there are 
faithful servants of God, called His 
ministers, who pray with and for Hid 
people, apd read to them out of His 
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own best book, and teach them to 
understand and obey it. These mi- 
nisters of God we will love and honour, 
we will pray for them, and diligently 
listen to their instructions; We will 
delight to flock together to the happy 
dwelling where they serve Him, its 
very name shall be dear to us, for it is 
called God's house : there He loves to 
look down upon His people, and to 
hear their prayers ; there shall He dfteri 
find us with hearts and thoughts fixed 
on Him alone; our hands and our voices 
shall be lifted up in His name ; we will 

r f 

not need to be reminded of this service, 
but we will count it our delight and 
our joy to " go into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise, to be thankful unto Him and 
speak good of His name. For the 
Lord is gracious, His mercy is ever- j 
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lasting, and His truth endureth from 
generation to generation." 

27. 

A great many years indeed thfc 
children of Israel continued on their 
journey to the good land which their 
God h^d promised then*, and during 
t^is time their numbers increased very 
much ; but a great many of those *rb* 
pet out from E&ypt died before they 
readied the country to Which they 
were going, and among the test ftdth- 
ful Mpses, who was now grow* very 
old. Before his death he wrote the 
account of all tbftt the great God had 
done for His people ever since the time 
when the world was made, and this 

r 

account we now i^ead in the Bible. 
When this was finished, the Lord told 
him to go up to the top <jf a high hUl, 
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from whence he could see all the sweet 
country towards which the Israelites 
were journeying; and when he had 
been indulged with this pleasant sight, 
his heavenly Father blessed him still 
further by taking him out of this world 
into a very much happier land than 
the earthly one of Canaan; Then the 
Lord made another faithful servant of 
his,' called Joshua, the leader of His 
people, and after fighting for them 
and conquering a great many of their 
enemies, he brought them into Canaan; 
and the people of " Israel served the 
Lord all the days of Joshua." This 
did not, however, continue to be the 
case always ; for we read again, that 
they often afterwards forsook the One 
true God, and joined with some of the 
wicked nations who were still 1 left in 
Canaan, in worshipping idols. When 
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they did so they were never happy, and, 
tobring them back to their right senses, 
and make them remember their fault 
with sorrow, the Almighty God would 
often make them feel the hard hand of 
their enemies upon them ; nor was it 
till they turned to Him in repentance 
that he would again deliver them from 
their attacks. Just so it is with us, 
my child ! When we turn away our 
hearts from the only true and good 
God, then our wicked enemies get 
power over us, leading us into great 
wickedness and bringing us into sad 
inisery; and it is not till we turn in 
real and great sorrow of heart to our 
Almighty Saviourthat we are delivered 
by Him from their tormenting power. 
— Amongst the enemies of the Israel- 
ites were some people called Philistines, 
very wicked idolaters ; and once when 
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the Israelites were in great danger from 
them, the good God raised them up a 
helper, to fight for them, whose name 
was Samson. To him the Lord gave 
very great strength, so great, that he 
was the strongest man that ever lived ; 
and by this power which his God had 
given him, he one day killed a fierce 
lion that came out against him, just as 
easily as if it had been a little harmless 
lamb. We are told top, that once 
when he was taken prisoner by the 
Philistines, they tied him with very 
strong cords fast to a rock, that he 
might not escape ; but the Spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon him, and 
then the cords that were upon his arms 
became as flax that was burnt with 
fire, and his bands loosed from off his 
hands. Another time he took up the 
jaw-bone of an ass, and killed a thou- 

M 
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sand of his enemies with it directly; 
and some time after, whenthePhilistines 
thought that they had shut him up 
quite safely, in a town called Gaza, he 
carried away the heavy gates and posts 
upon his shoulders: with perfect ease, 
and so gained his liberty. All this 
power became Samson s because he 
looked to the Lord alone for hi* 
strength, and desired to ha we it on/y 
that he might employ it in God's, ser- 
v£ce; and doubt not, dear child,but that 
strength will he given to us also, if we 
seek it from the same source, and de- 
sire it fqr the same purpose ; strength, 
qot of body, but of soul ; strength, by 
wfrfch we shall obtain victory over our 
great enemy the devil, whilst we con- 
fers that all our power is of God, and 1 
give JHlia* all the glory, and. the praise. 
But 3*un$on did not always obey the 
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luard as he should have done, -so the 
JLord made him feel the consequences 
of Ins sins by causing all his strength 

4 

to go from him ; and when this was 
/gone, Godgsm him up to thePhilistines, 
jrfbo bouwd him with heavy chains, 
And |>ut out his eyes in prison. Then 
Saasda m his distress prayed to the 
luord, and Ms strength was restored to 
him again; Bo then he determined to 
spend the remainder of that strength 
5n the Lord's service, who had given it 
him ; and one day, when a very great 
uttmber of theBMlirtines were gathered 
together to worship their idol In the 
house vefcere he was, Samson put his 
hands upon the pillars that supported 
the house, and pulled it down upon 
the heads of the idol ^nd of all the 
people: thus they all perished, and 
Samson himsetf fell with them.— You 

m2 
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and I, my little child, like S&mson, 
have no strength but that which our 
good God is pleased to give lis : if we 
are left to ourselves, we are sure to fall 
into the hands of our enemies ; and if 
we turn away from God, we may be 
very sure all His strength will depart 
from us ; we will therefore look to Him 
every moment for His support, and 
employ all the powers that He gives 
us, to His praise ; we will love to feel 
and confess our own weakness, and 
every day shall begin with tins heart- 
felt declaration, " I will go forth in the 
strength of the Lord Go<|, and wiH 
make mention of His righteousness 
only." 

I told you a short time since, dff 
the faithful servants of God who were 
called priests, and whose happy duty 
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it was to serve the Lord always in His 
temple, and to make their offerings 
there, in remembrance of the one great 
sacrifice (which we must always love 
to think upon) of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was afterwards to shed 

 

His blood upon the cross for you and 
for me, and for all mankind. . One of 
these faithful servants was called Eli ; 
he was now old, and, having long 
served the Lord with all his heart, he 
wished that his children should ever 
do the same ; but, alas ! he had indulged 
them foolishly when they were young, 
and had not with true fatherly affection 
corrected their evil tempers and bad 
passions whilst they were children ; so 
now it was the sorrow of his old age 
that they did not serve and obey the 
great God as he desired. Oh ! believe 
yourself happy, my dear child, whose 

m3 
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fond parents so love you, that early do 
they chasten you with real Christian 
* love, who train your infant steps to 
tread the ways of God betimes, and 
call forth the tear of sorrow now, in 
punishment of your faults, that you 
may be the child of a dearer Father 
hereafter, even of the blessed Saviour 
Jesus Christ himself. Some such fond 
parents we read of in the Bible, and one 
in particular I now remember, of whom 
I delight to read, and think, and talk. 
Hannah (for so was she called) loved 
the good God with all her heart, and 
desired much to have a dear baby 
whom she might teach to know and 
love Him also; but she waited long be- 
fore this wish of her heart was granted. 
Her husband tried to comfort her, and 
She felt all his kindness, but she knew 
that the best of all comforts comes 
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from God, so she went to His bouse, 
and there she humbly prayed to Him, 
and told Him all her desire : she pro- 
mised too, that, if this dear son was 
granted her, she would bring him up 
to God's 'service, and would look upon 
him as belonging to the Lord, and only 
given into her arms for a little while ; 
and having prayed her prayer very 
earnestly, she went home comforted. 
By and by the good God granted her 
request, and a sweet, lovely little boy 
was born, whose name she called 
Samuel. And now she directly thought 
upon her promise, and from his very 
earliest infancy she devoted him to the 
service of the heavenly Father to whom 
he belonged. So with a very thankful 
heart she took him, whilst he was quite 
a young child still, to present him be- 
fore the great God in His temple ; and 

3 
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when she bad joyfully praised the Lord 
for this great favour that she had ob- 
tained, she left her dear boy with good 
old Eli, (hat he might, even in his 
infant years, be always found at God's 
altar. Fancy if yop can, a sweeter 
s%ht than to see this little heavenly* 
minded child, by the side of the good 
old priest, lifting up his infant hands 
and heart to the great and glorious 
God i wd think of the happy sound to 
bis fond mother's ear, to hearken to his 
little lisping tongue whilst it asked a 
blessing from that God, even before it 
bad well learnt to say the words of its 
humble little prayer. Every year his 
tender parents came up to join with 
him in these happy offerings of prayer 
and praise, and every year his mother 
brought him a little coat as a proof of 
her fond love. And will not you say, 

3 
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whilst hearing these sweet things^ " I 
too will, like the infant Samuel, delight 
to raise my little hands and heart to 
God, and lisp out all His praise ; I too 
will be found in the temple of the Lord 
as a weak but loving child whom my 
Saviour has invited to come near to 
Him. Yes, dear infant ! be it thy hap- 
piness, like Samuel, early to seek His 
face ; for thou, like him, hast been de- 
voted to thy Maker's service from the 
first moment of thy little life. Ere 
'thou couldst raise thy hands, or utter 
one sound to His praise, a mother's 
arms conveyed thee to the temple of 
thy God, a mother's heart in silence 
promised to train thee for His service ; 
fond friends confirmed the vow; and, 
ere thy tongue was loosed, the word 
was past which binds thee to thy Lord 
for ever ! 
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29. 



But we have not yet finished aH 
(that is written in the Bible of the 
touching story of the infant Sadiiiel- 
sweetly was he one night sleeping an 
( fais little couch, when a soft voice carafc 
to bis ear, and called "Samuel;" he 
started up, and seeing no one by his 
pillow, ran to Eli, and said/ " Here am 
I, for thou calledst me." And Efi 
answered, " I called not, lie down 
again,; and he went and lay down.'* 
Agam the same voice sounded in his 
ears, and again the child awaked ; as 
before, be weaft to EH, and as before 
was received with tibe answer,*' I called 
not my son, lie down again." Now 
tfee voice was a holier voiqe than Eli's, 
for it was the Lord Himself that spoke; 
and again the third time he heard it 
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plainly ; then, fully convinced that it 
was Eli v he left his little bed once 
mare, and said, " Here am I, for thou 
didst call . me." But Eli now perceived 
that the Lord had called the child; 
therefore Eli said unto Samuel, "Go, 
lie. down; and it shall be if He call 
thee that thou shalt say, "Speak, Lord, 
for thy servant beareth." So Sftmuel 
want and lay down in his place. And 
the Lord came, and stood, and called ad 
at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered;, " Speak, for thy 
servant heareth" Sad was the mes- 
sage which he now received ; for his 
God was come to declare to him the 
afflictions which would fall on Elite 
family because of the wiokecteess of 
Eli's sons. Ah! had thew unthinking 
lather spared' thorn not from {luriish* 
men t> in 'infancy* this* sorrow had per- 
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haps never visited his house ; but now 
it must fall upon the guilty, and little 
Samuel must deliver the sad tidings. 
So, when morning dawned, the child 
arose from his bed; and when the 
good old priest with fond expressions 
asked him what thing the Lord had 
said unto him, he hesitated no longer, 
but told him everything, hiding nothing 
from him. Samuel loved Eli dearly, 
for Eli had been to him as the best of 
fathers, and he grieved to give him 
pain; but this father and this child 
loved with true and good affection, for 
their hearts were even more set upon 
the Lord than upon each other, and 
this right love softened the distress of 
both ; it encouraged Samuel to tell his 
message faithfully, and it strengthened 
good old Eli to receive it: and # now, 
instead of murmurs and reproaches, 
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we only hear these words from Eli's 
aged lips, " It is the Lord, let him 
do what seemeth him good." Patient 
mourner ! thou knowest and lovest the 
hand that smites thee, and that hand 
shall wipe away all thy tears. After 
this we read that afflictions came upon 
him, as the Lord had said, and his two 
sons were slain in battle by their ene- 
mies ; but Eli was old, and his trou- 
bles were soon mercifully ended. And 
Samuel grew up in the favour of his 
God, and the Lord put His Spirit within 
him to guide and direct him, and by 
the power of this Spirit he Enabled him 
to foretell things to come, and Samuel 
was. called a prophet of the Lord. My 
child I a prophet thou wilt never be, 
nor will the voice of God sound out- 
wardly to thine ears, as to the highly 

- N 
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favoured Samuel, but in thine heart 
His word is* aver sounding ; each time 
that heart informs thee thou art doing 
wrong, God warns thee; by His awful 
voice, speaking through' thy wounded' 
conscience; when thou/ doest right thy 
heart condemneth thee not, and con- 
science sweetly tells thee that thy 
" God is well pleased." Listen to its 
gentlest whispers, obey its earliest call ; 
it will point out to thee the way in 
which) thou shouldst goj it will warn 
thee of the dangers thou shouldst 
avoid:' hearken to and obey it When 
young, it shall counsel and support 
tbce when thou- art old; Bfe Samuel's 
conduct andi Samuelte language ever 
thihe, " Speak, Ixttd* fop tfay'setrvaot 
heacethu'.' 
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30. 

It was whilst Samuel was alive that 
the people of Israel first desired to have 
ft king set brer them, and Samuel was 
commanded by the Lord to fix on one, 
whose name was Saul. The people 
were very much pleased with the 
choice; and when first Saul began to 
Beign, he feared and obeyed the great 
God, and success was given him when 
kefad his people to light against God's 
enemies. But after a time his . heart 
gvew lifted and proud; then the Lord's 
Messing was no longer with him, and 
be became very unhappy indeed. Then, 
too, the Wrekod Philistines, who would 
not own the one true God, came up to 
fight against God's people, and kept 
them in great fedr, and threatened to 
make them their slaves, so that all the 

n2 
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nation, both king and people, were in 
great distress. But though Saul was 
wicked, God did not forsake all the 
Israelites on his account; and in His 
great goodness He now raised them up 
a friend and deliverer, where they little 
expected to find one. This deliverer 
came out of a humble place called 
Bethlehem'; it was not the great De- 
liverer of all, who was afterwards born 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; 
but it was one who was meant' to re- 
mind the people of Him, and whouin 
the Bible is sometimes called, the man 
after God's own heart. You may be 
sure, therefore, that he was one who 
loved „ the Lord God very. truly, and 
was blessed by Him. Humble and 
happy was bis employment ; and never 
were his days more blissful than while 
he was wandering in the green fields 
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and valleys rear his litjble cottage, 
keeping bis father's sheep, and singing 
to the notes of his loved harp, sweet 
psalms and hymns, which the Spirit of 
<wod put ipto Jus *nind, in praise of the 
true Shepherd Jesus Christ, who was 
by awl by to o^me and lead His sheep 
into the safe fold* Young David little 
thought of opnrts and battles, till one 
day wbeq he ww seat by his old father, 
the good Ja?set to take a message to 
hit brothers who were soldiers in the 
camp* Whilst he was there, he heard 
the haughty words of a very great and 
powerful Philistine called Goliath, 
who need every day to speak boastingly 
against the God of. Israel; and because 
to was so very tall and strong as to be 
called a giant, all the Israelites were 
afraid of him ; not one was to be found 
who dared to fight him; and thus 

n3 
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Cod's people were kept in fear, and the 
Philistines triumphed. But young 
David, though he was mild and gentle 
as the lambs he tended, could not bear 
to hear his God insulted; and the 
great Lord whom he so loved put 
a holy boldness into his heart, which 
made him afraid of nothing in so good 
a cause. So he entreated to be taken 
to king Saul, and, when there, he hum- 
bly begged permission to fight, his 
single arm against the giant's, in de- 
fence of the Lord f s people. Now the 
king had promised rich presents to 
any one who would deliver him from 
this wicked idolater, but no one had 
hitherto been found. Very much in- 
deed was he surprised when he saw 
one so young and weak as David, pre- 
sent himself before him, and he tried to 
turn him from his puroose ; but David 
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said unto Saul, " Thy servant kept his 
father's sheep, and there came a lion 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock; and I went out after him and 
smote him, and delivered it out of /bis 
mouth ; and when he arose against me 
I caught him by bis beard, and smote 
him, and slew him. Thy servant slew 
both the lion and the bear, and this' 
Philistine shall be as one of them, see- 
ing he hath defied the armies of the 
living God. David said moreover, 
The Lord that delivered me out of the 
paw of the lion and out of the paw of 
the bear, He will deliver me out of the 
band of this Philistine. 9 ' Then Saul 
said unto David, " Go, and the Lord be 
with thee." And truly did the Lord go 
with him, and in God's strength did 
David light; be took neither sword 
nor spear, nor any other armour for 



140 BIBLE STORIES 

his defence, but gatherd a few amootb 
atobei out of the brook, and thus he 
ttppfeatfed before the proud GoJiath. 
Goliath little knew how the God of all 
power iean save the weakest of his se*v 
-mote by His mighty arm, without aay 
other help, if He sees fit to dp so; sp 
lie laughed aeornfidly wbeifc he saw 
young David come before bfanj but bi$ 
laughter *was only for a moment, for 
jttdt as Goliath itas rushing upon the 
pemtbfiil shepherd with his sword and 
spear, the stone which David throw, 
tauite the haughty giant in the foraw 
he&d, and he fell suddenly to the «arth, 
Then even his own sword was turned 
against him, for with it his head was 
divided ftom his body, aod youftg 
David laid it before the king. The 
Philistines now fled away before God's 
people, and great was the rejoicing in 
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the whole land. Glorious triumph) 
by which God's enemies were con* 
founded and His people delivered ; ever 
may its remembrance be treasured in 
our hearts, to kindle there the same 
holy boldness in the cause of our God 
which glowed in the breast of the young 
and pious David! We too, my child, 
must fight the Lord's battles, and in 
His strength only must we gt> forth. 
Our enemies are malicious, and they are 
strong ; sin, the world, and ^;he devil, 
are all in arms against us; but we fight 
under a Leader who is all-powerM, 
who has trod down all enemies under 
His feet ; conquest will be ours if we 
desert not this " Captain of our salva* 
tion" Weak and powerless in -our- 
selves, we are encouraged to say and 
to feel, " I can do all things through 
Christ which strengthened me." The 



remerohcance of past mercies shall fur- 
nish us srHh never-failing hope, in €very 
pnttfpjejei pfvdftnger . I4ke David, we have 
teen delivered from " the paw of the 
lion and the paw of the hear/ 9 Our 
<w&)k$d{>^si^ haye nawr yet had the 
fowpiete dominion oiwr ns* LikeJ)avid 
too, mob ^U g<> fortfc boldly gainst 
Abe gjje$t #nmy tf <oir gajhrfltMTO ; Mir 
iielpjshaUtxHa&o^ alope, pur strength 
will wea$crib^ ufitfo theX^ord^ur joyfol 
,dMrfefiffi«fefShaUift>r^y^H ^ Through 
Thfce ^r9l <Wje Withr<*w $w <fipemies, 
tefed in Thy name will >wp Jtre»d them 
tttekr tbftt fifl« up against ws« For J 
^wiU not *m$t in »my bow, it is not my 
-swted that shall help me; but it is 
Thou that savest us from our enemies, 
and puttest them to ^wfesiop that 
hate tw " 
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31. 

Aw&r David had, through God'* 
help, been victorious over the- Phi- 
listines, his outward situation under-* 
went & great, but not a very happy? 
change; he was taken away from his 
peaceful sheep, add for a time was 
held in horiour in the king's palace. 
He had, however; one blessing at all 
times with him, which no king oobld 1 
give or take dway; for it is written* 
" David behaved himself Widely in all* 
His ways, anc^he Lord was with him.* ? 
But why was not? tie aa happy in Cher 
king's palace & in fit* loWty dtftt&ge 
watching his little flodt? W^h^not 
now greats and rich* dttd'high'in favour 
With dllthe* people? 1 had he not still 
his hafp for his cortipdtiton; and could 
he ndt strike its notes aSbefcte, to the 
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praises of his God ? Above all, was 
not the Spirit of the Lord still with him, 
breathing into his soul those strains of 
thankful love to his great Maker, which 
to this day God's faithful people de- 
light to read and think upou ? He had, 
indeed, this comfort; and in all the 
changes of his often changing life, his 
barp and his sweet psalms were his 
ever dear delight. But David found 
that map's favour may be quickly lost, 
and that in riches and in power there 
is no real joy. Saul, who had all these 
itt his possession, could not rest in 
peace, his poor unhappy mind wap his 
continual torment; and now that David 
\f as in favour with the people, the king 
began to hate him, and, to be jealous of 
the love they bore him. He forgot the 
obligations which he owed him, and at 
last be sought his life. So David then 
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was glad to leave the palace, and the 
Lord continued to watch over him, 
and to save him from every danger 
with which Saul threatened him. After 
this king 8 death, God caused David 
himself to be king over the Israelites; 
and when he was in this high station he 
used all his power to spread the know- 
ledge and glory of God amongst his 
people, and' continued to pray to Him 
and praise Him as before; but in his 
own family he was not very happy: sad 
quarrels arose amongst his children ; 
and one of his sons, named Absalom, 
was so wicked as to take up arms and 
fight against the dear father who had 
always loved hiip. But the great God 
did not suffer such dreadful conduct to 
go unpunished, and never, never does 
He want ways of bringing the proud 
spirit low. One day, as this unkind 

o 
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son was riding along upon his male 
under some spreading trees, his long 
hair., of which he had been very vain, 
got entangled amongst the boughs of a 
shady oak*; he tried to get it loose, bat 
did not succeed; on went the animal, 
and left him hanging from one of the 
think branches* In this condition a 
soldier found him (one of hi* father's 
soldiens; against whom he had been 
fightiog), pierced his body through with 
at spear, and kilted him immediately. 
But ah! hw father David's love was 
still grdat; even towards this offend- 
iftg child 4 he grieved with very bitter 
grief when he found that Absalom was 
indeed dead, and was heard to say, 
c f Would that I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!" Is there 
not, dear child, a greater than this 
earthly David, who bad shown even 
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dearer love than this? Is there not 
One who so sorrows for the sad wicked- 
peas of His people, that with exceed- 
ing dear and tender pity He has given 
up life itself for His ungrateful chil- 
dren ? Shall we think upon this king 
of Israel, and not remember what great 
things our King has done for us, even 
the King of heaven, the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ? And since, like 
Absalom, we have rebelled against 
Him, shall we not every one of us 
" arise and go to our Father, and say 
unto Him, Father, we have sinned 
against heaven and before Thee, and 
are no more worthy to be called thy 
sons?" Yes, dear child, if we thus 
approach Him with real sorrow, He 
will yet have pity, many times as we 
have all grieved Him; He will receive 
us with the fond tenderness of a for- 

o2 
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giving father ; He will say to our great 

comfort, as He has often said of old, 

" Thy sins are forgiven thee, go in 

peace/' 

32. 

When good king David was old, 
and likely to die, he called his son So- 
lomon to him, and in the fondest 
-words entreated him always to re- 
member and love the 'God of bis fathers, 
and to serve Him with a perfect heart 
and with a willing mind; and when 
he had done this, he prayed very 
earnestly to the Almighty Lord to bless 
his dear child with a teachable and un- 
derstanding bear t, and to keep him al- 
ways in the right way. Then he praised 
the good God for all the mercies of his 
past life, and sweetly closed his eyes in 
peace. Alter he was dead, Solomon 
was made king, and remembering the 
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words of his dear father, the very first 
thing he prayed for was the spirit of 
wisdom, that he might always do that 
which was right, and rule his people 
well ; for he said, " I am bat a little 
child; I know not how to go ont 
or come in." Then the Lord was 
pleased with his humble spirit, and 
loved him because he had asked for 
wisdom to do right, instead of seeking 
for riches, or power, or pleasure; and 
He granted his request, and blessed 
him, so that he was the wisest man 
that ever lived. He was rich and 
powerful too ; and he built a beautiful 
house, or temple, to worship God in; 
and when it was finished, he prayed a 
*weet and solemn prayer in it, which I 
hope you will some time read. After 
him there were a great many kings in 
Israel, some of whom were very wicked, 

o3 
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and many of them forsook the worship 
of the one true God, and bowed the 
knee to idols* In the reign of one of 
these, called Ahab, there was a very 
good man named Elijah, a man who 
loved and served the Lord, so he re- 
ceived from God the spirit to foretell 
things to come, and he was therefore 
called a prophet. Once when he went 
with a message from God to reprove 
the people of Israel for their wicked- 
ness, the king and queen desired to kill 
him; but the Lord preserved him, and 
bid him safely in a very lonely place; 
where,. however, there seemed to be no 
food. But Elijah well knew that if he 
went there by God's command he 
should not want, and so it proved ; for 
the birds of the air became God's mes- 
sengers, and brought him bread and 
meat in the morning, and bread and 
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meat in the evening ; and be drank out 
of the water of the brook. Now these 
very birds that fed him, being ravens, 
loved themselves to eat the food they 
were intrusted with for his use, but 
God, you see, did not permit them to 
touch it, and so tamed their little hun- 
gry mouths that they brought it safely 
to the prophet. Ah, my loved child! 
there is not one creature that the good 
God has made, but feels the power of 
His bidding and shows the wonders of 
His hand : we will study the history of 
their little lives, that we may praise 
His goodness more,- and see with 
grateful wonder how His fatherly 
kindness reaches to the very lowest of 
His works* They will teach us many 
lessons ; we shall learn a secret here 
which the good Elijah learned in his 
solitary abode, to fear no want even 
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though no supply appears to be at 
hand. Our blessed Saviour sends us to 
them for this very purpose : " Take no 
thought," he says, " for your life, 
what ye shall eat, neither for the body 
what ye shall put 09. Consider the 
ravens ; for they neither sow nor reap, 
which neither have storehouse nor 
barn, and God feedeth them: bow 
much more are ye better than the 

fowl*!" 

33L 

We left Elijah, In our last story, 
thankfully receiving his daily bread 
from heaven by the mouth of the little 
birds, who were commissioned to feed 
him, and quenofeipg his thirst from the 
gunning ptnewn; but by and by it 

J«ippenfld tjijit fcbfi brook dried up> be- 

e&use ttare tadtom ne s*4n for a, long 
$m«. Then gi« JLord commanded Mm 
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to leave that place, and remove to one 
called Zarephath; and He told him 
that a poor widow woman who lived 
there should supply him with food. 
Elijah never doubted the truth of God's 
word, but set out directly; and no 
sooner had he reached the gate of the 
city, than he met the very woman 
that the Lord had told him of, gather- 
ing a few sticks for her. little fire. As 
soon as he saw her, he made his peti- 
tion, and asked her to give him a morsel 
of bread and some water, for he was 
faint with his journey; but she told 
him, in very great distress, that she 
had but a handful of meal left in her 
house, and a very little oil in a vessel, 
and that she was gathering those sticks 
to assist her in baking a small cake 
for her son, that she and the child 
might eat together once more before 
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they died, for the. famine was great in 
the land, and no more food was to be 
had because there had been no rain. 
But still Elijah begged to share her 
provisions, and he told her for her 
comfort, to feel no fear, for that his 
God, the God of Israel, had promised 
that her barrel of meal should not be 
empty, nor should the oil be all used 
till the rain should come, and plenty 
be restored throughout the country* 
Now this poor heathen woman had, 
till then, never beard of the God of 
Israel; but she w«s kindly disposed in 
her heart to relieve Elijah's wants, and 
she hesitated no longer; so she made 
the cake, and invited him to share it 
with her; and soon she found that 
Elijah's God mas a God of truth and 
power indeed, for the meal did not 
waste, and the oil still continued in 
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the vessel, as if it had been untouched. 
Very soon after this, the son of the 
poor widow fell sick and died, and in 
very great affliction his sorrowing* 
mother ran to the prophet to tell him 
all her distress. Then Elijah's heart 
was touched, and he prayed to the 
Almighty God in whom he trusted, 
that her grief might be removed, and 
her dear child restored to life again. 
And the great God heard his prayer, 
and gave him power to raise him up from 
his bed of death. So Elijah embraced 
the child, and once more the bright 
colour returned to his pale cheek, and 
his eyes opened agum to the light of 
this world ; thai he carried him to his 
delighted mother, and in a transport 
of gratitude she acknowledged that the 
prophet's God was Lord indeed; and 
no doubt she was ever afterwards one 
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of His humble and devoted children. 
Elijah continued to be a faithful ser- 
vant of his God for many years, and 
underwent much persecution from the 

m 

wicked king and queen ; but at last 
his sorrows ceased, for he was taken 
up to heaven in a very wonderful man- 
ner without dying, and thither his 
cruel enemies could not follow him. 
There, my child, all tears and sorrows 
cease; there, are joys such as eye has 
never seen, nor ear heard, which Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Saviour, is prepar- 
ing for those happy children, and those 
long-tried and faithful servants, who 
through life have loved Him and 
trusted in His tender mercies. 

34. 

At the very moment that the great 
and good God was pleased to take the 
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prophet Elijah up to heaven without 
dying? the prophet's servant, named 
Elisha, was standing by his dear mas- 
ter, and talking with him of their ap- 
proaching separation; and upon the 
removal of Elijah, the Spirit of the 
Lord rested upon the servant, as it 
had before done upon the master, and 
Elisha became the prophet of the great 
God. He too was a faithful messenger 
from- God to the Wicked people in 
Israel; and very sad things he was 
often obliged to tell them in order to 
turn them from their sins ; for, alas ! 
they were now become a very sinful 
people indeed. Even the dear children 
whom God gave them, they took no 
pains to train up to His service arid 
glory; and so, instead of their being 
happy and humble little creatures, 
who delight to sing God's praises, and 

p 
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to lore and honour every thing that be- 
longs to Him, we flow find that they 
became proud and disrespectful, think- 
ing themselves wiser than the wise, 
and better than the good; daring go 
far as to laugh at the excellence which 
they had not sense to comprehend, 
even too when it appeared in the 
person of old age, Which should 
always be respected. For we read, 
that ohe day, when the prophet Elisha 
was going on a journey, there came 
oat into the road which he was travel- 
ling, a great number of these proud 
and naughty children, who laughed 
aty and made a joke of the good pro- 
phet, crying after him, " Go up, thou 
bald-head: go up, thou bald-head*" 
But very soon their wicked mirth waft 
turned into fear and agony ; for the 
prophet had but looked round to re- 
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prove them in the name of the great 
Master whom he served, when " there 
came forth two she bears out of the 
wood, and tore forty and two children 
of them." Dreadful and striking les- 
son ! Early may it teach those whom I 
love, how dear in the sight of God are 
true piety and goodness; how the 
thinly scattered hairs of gray-headed 
age should be ever looked upon with 
reverence and respect; and how each 
little child is called on to lend its feeble 
did to limbs that time has stiffened, 
and to bow the ear to those lessons 
which old age can so well teach. Let 
humility, modesty, and piety, be the 
ornament of your childhood. Never, 
never may impiety and disrespect be 
heard from lips which have so lately 
learned to sound forth praise. A few 
short years ago, and all was mute; 

p2 
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but God hath unloosed the tongue 
which spake not, and hath bidden the 
infant voice ascend to heaven. Rejoice 
then, ye happy children, in your 
great privilege, and let no other 
sounds ever come forth from your lips 
but those of innocence, gentleness, 
and kindness. Whilst your first breath 
is spent in the praises of your Lord 
and Saviour, let every action 'of your 
little lives show forth the honour which 
you give unto His name ; see that His 
ministers be ever reverenced with lowly 
meekness; honour in them the divine 
Master whom they serve ; regard them 
with fervent gratitude, for they watch 
tenderly over your souls ; incline your 
ear to their instructions, for they are 
the messengers of God's word. Our 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ has shown 
us what love and what respect we 
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should ever testify to God's faithful 
servants, for His sake, when He says, 
in speaking to His earliest Apostles, 
" He that hearetb you heareth me, and 
be that despiseth you despiseth me/' 

35. 

In reading the history of God's 
people, we find that a certain part of 
th em (who had lived at Jerusalem and 
we re called Jews) were once permitted 
by the great God, when they had for a 
lejg^th of time neglected Him and been 
very' wicked, to be taken prisoners by 
a heathen king named Nebuchadnez- 
zar, who reigned over a place called 
Babylon, and worshipped idols- All 
those, however, who were taken away 
frojn their loved comjtry were not alike 
fagetfitf of Gftd, for awongst them w& 
a very holy row called JtewteJ, who- 

p3 
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was a prophet of the Almighty's, and 
was so wise and good that even the 
heaithen king respected and loved him, 
and raised, him to great power in his 
kingdom . There were also three others 
whose names were Shadrach, Meshacb, 
and Abednego, whose histories are 
written in the Bible. These men re- 
mained always faithful to the one true 
God, and served Him openly in the 
midst of every danger and distress. 
One day, king Nebuchadnezzar had a 
large image made of gold, before which 
he commanded all the people to fall 
down, and worship; and, to make them 
afraid of disobeying his orders, he gave 
out publicly, every where, that who- 
ever should refuse to do so should be 
thrown into the middle of a burning 
fiery furnace, from which there should 
be no means of getting out. This was 



FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 163 

awftil intelligence to Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego, who were in 
Babylon, and who loved their own true 
God too well to pretend to worship a 
poor senseless idol ; they chose rather 
to die the most dreadful of all deaths, 
than to do what the great God had 
forbidden ; so, when it was told to the 
king that they would not bow their 
knees to his idol, they spoke boldly 
before him and said, " O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king : but if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up." 
Then was the king very angry indeed, 
and he commanded his people to make 
the furnace seven times hotter than it 

2 
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had ever been made before, and to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
and cast them into it. All tins was 
done as he desired; but who can de- 
scribe the wonder of the king, and all 
the people who were with him, when, 
instead of seeing them destroyed in a 
moment, they beheld not only the three 
men whom they had put in, unbound 
and walking safely in the midst of the 
fire, but a fourth also with them ; " and 
the form of the fourth was like the Son 
of God," <Yes, my child, this was no* 
other tltfp the great God Himself, con- 
descending to take the form of a man, 
that He might be seen by them and: 
walk with, them, and keep, them unhurt 
amidst the burning flames i and His 
presence indeed saved thei#) and pre- 
vqptffd the fii;e from paving any power 
to touch tfrem ; for the Bible telte vp, 
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that when Nebuchadnezzar, astonished 
at the sight he beheld, came to the 
mouth of the burning fiery furnace, 
and called the three servants of the 
most high God out of the midst of the 
fire, he found, to his still greater sur- 
prise, that not " a hair of their head 
was singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had 
passed on them." Then was the king's 
heart touched, and he openly acknow- 
ledged the power, and blessed the 
mercy of the God of Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego, who ^ad thus 
delivered His servants that trusted in 
Him ; and he sent forth another order 
very different from the last he had pro- 
nounced, that, if any people should 
presume to speak against their God, 
they should be cut in pieces, and their 
houses destroyed ; " for," he added, 
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" there is no other God that can de- 
liver after this sort." Nebuchadnezzar 
too advanced Shadrach, Meshacb, and 
Abednego to great power and riches 
in his kingdom ; but what were all the 
riches and honours that he could give, 
compared to the treasure they pos- 
sessed in the favour which their God 
had shown them ; and in having hearts 
which so steadfastly trusted in Him, 
that not even the thought of tlje most 
dreadful torments could make them for 
an instant turn away from His service? 
To us, my child, what lessons of com- 
fort and instruction are written here ! 
and let us pray that we may not re- 
ceive them in vain. In some way or 
other we must all suffer in our Christian 
course ; our road to heaven must often 
carry us through pain, and trials, and 
afflictions ; but it is a safe and Mewed 
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road; it ends in everlasting rest ; it is sue- 
ceeded by an abundance of joy. When 
the fond mother s correcting hand re- 
strains thfe Selfish inclinations of the 
child she loves, though restraint tnay for 
the moment give a patfg, yet will the 
little heart again expand with truer joy, 
when, through these means, the rising 
passiori had beeti quelled, and selfish 
will no longer clouds the iriW&fd sun^- 
shine. Thus will it ever be through 
life : through self-denial we shall gain 
peace ; pure, calm, heavenly peace will 
be our companion, whatever be our 
sufferings or 0ur sfcttroWs, if we keep 
close to the commands of our God ; for 
the sfame Son of God, though we see 
Him not, will Walk with us, as with 
Sbadracb, Meshacb, and Abednego, in 
every trial, and will bring us out un- 
hurt through them all. He has given 
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us the promise of His constant pre- 
sence, and His word is sure ; " When 
thou passest through the waters I will 
be with thee, and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee: when 
thou walkest through the fire thou 
shalt not be burned, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the 
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, 
thy Saviour." 

36. 

In our last story it was very plea- 
sant to find how king Nebuchadnez- 
zar's heart was touched with the kind- 
ness and power of the One true -God, 
so that he acknowledged Him to be 
the Lord, and caused others to ac- 
knowledge Him also ; but, alas! he had 
still much to learn ; he had not yet 
been taught to see and Jto feel that 
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every thing good which we seem to 
possess, either in our own hearts, or 
in the world about us, is God's good 
gift, and is never to be looked upon 
and boasted of as our own : so now, to 
humble his pride, and to teach him 
this most necessary truth, he received 
a very painful, but a very useful lesson. 
One night when he was in his bed, he 
dreamed a most extraordinary dream ; 
he was sure, that, like Pharaoh's dream, 
it had a meaning, which he could not 
understand, and he sent to all the wise 
men about his court to see if they could 
explain it for him, but they were none 
of them able : at last the wise and holy 
Daniel came in, on whom God's Spirit 
rested, and this enabled him to declare 
to the king, that, because his kingdom 
was now great and powerful, and his 
heart lifted up with pride on this ac- 

Q 
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count, a terrible change would, ere 
long, befell him; for he should be 
driven from men, and his dwelling 
should be with the beasts of the field, 
and he should be made to eat grass as 
ooceii, and be Wet with the dew of 
heaven, till he should be brought to 
feel, and to confess, the entire power 
and glory of the great God alone. 
Then Daniel advised him to lose no 
time in htrmblitig himself before the 
Lord, and repeating truly of his past 
faults; but it seems as if the king 
either did not believe the warning he 
had received, or did riot profit by this 
kind cantionf ; for, about a year after- 
wards, we find him walking in his 
palace and boasting of his greatness 
and bis riches ; then aU at oftce there 
came a voice froth heaven, and told 
him that none of these were any IbAger 
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his, and that he should be changed 
into the appearance of a beast, instead 
of a man, till he should know that 
" the Mopt High nileth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will." Now; we know that what the 
Lord ordaiqs comes quite certainly to 
pass, and go it was that poor Nebu- 
chadnezzar was in that very hour 
" driven from men, and did eat grass 
as oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven till bis hairs were 
grown like eagles' feathers, and his 
nails like birds' claws." But if the 
change in his outward condition was % 
now sad, a much happier change soon 
took place within, for which he had 
cause to be thapkful to the latest mo- 
ment of his life ; for his heart became 
lowly and humble, and he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven,, and blessed and praised 

q2 
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God in his sorrows, and confessed 
meekly, as he ought to do, that the 
greatest and the best men on earth 
are nothing before God, and that God 
alone should have all praise arid glory. 
So, when Nebuchadnezzar was brought 
jnto this state of mind, to feel his own 
littleness and sinfulness as it deserved, 
his merciful and kind Father not only 
forgave him, but restored him again to 
his farmer appearance and situation ; 
and here too let us praise God, and 
rejoice in the altered feelings of the 
humbled king, whilst we read the con- 
fession of his changed thoughts, for he 
says, "Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, 
and extol, and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment.** O my child ! 
whilst we tremble at his sad punish- 
ment, let us remember that we may 
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become like him at any moment, if 
the great God see fit. What are our 
senses, our health, our possessions, or 
dispositions to do right, but so many 
undeserved gifts which we are con- 
stantly receiving from the good God, 
and for which we can make Him no 
returns but the acknowledgment that 
they are His, and the thankful praises 
of very humble hearts? He can de- 
prive us of these in a moment ; but 
if He do not this, we may be very sure 
that pride, suffered to live within us 
here, will shut us out of the kingdom 
q{ heaven hereafter. Nebuchadnezzar s 
wqnjg. then shall ever live in our mer 
mopes, and be engraven on our souls* 
" Those th^t w;alk in pride He is able 
to, abase;" and, in our days of pror 
sperity and well-doing, our joyful, 
humble song shall ever be, " Not unto 

Q3 
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us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give the praise." 

37. 

After Nebuchadnezzar was dead, 
his son Belshazzar became king, and a 
sad change it was indeed for his people; 
fof he was a wicked man who did not 
love or fear the good God ; but spent 
all his time in feasting and riot, living 
only for what he thought pleasure, in- 
stead of thinking about duty; but, poor 
man ! he was soon stopped short in his 
thoughtless way of going on ; for one 
day, when he was thus engaged 
amongst his favourites, he looked up, 
and saw, to his great terror, the fingers 
of a man's hand writing something 
upon the wall of the room where he 
was sitting. Then he started up in 
great fear, and trembled so that he 
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could hardly stand; nor were his terrors 
lessened when he found the meaning 
of the words that were written: these 
could not be read by any of the 
learned people of his own country; 
but the great God/ from whom the 
writing came, gave to His servant Da- 
niel the Spirit to understand them; 
He gave him boldness too, to tell the 
king the reason for which they were 
sent; for, as soon as he came into his 
presence, he reminded him of what had 
befallen his father Nebuchadnezzar on 
account of his pride, and then told him 
that he had not taken warning by his 
example, and humbled his own heart, 
though he knew all these things, but 
had worshipped gods of gold and sil- 
ver, and had not glorified the only 
true God; therefore the hand which 
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he had seen was sent by Him, and the 
meaning of the words which were 
written were, that the great God saw 
how entirely he* was wanting in the 
spirit of love, and gratitude, and obe- 
dience to his Maker which he ought to 
feel, and would take away his kingdom 
and give it to another people. These 
afflictions happened to him exactly as 
Daniel had foretold; for that very 
night, whilst he thought himsplf safe 
in his palace, a large army belonging 
to a people called the Persians, got 
possession of the place, and took his 
kingdom from him, and put Bel^baz- 
zar to (Jeath. — Nojv this sad story, 
like every other which we find in th$ 
Bible, is written for our instruction, 
for yourg and mine, my child ; ap<J njay 
the God of all wisdom give ijs gr^pq 
to read it aright, and profit by its ad- 
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vice. Though we are not rulers over 
a great kingdom, we have each of us 
a spirit within us to watch over, and 
duties to attend to; now, if we neglect 
these, to give ourselves up to pleasure, 
we are living a life as displeasing to 
God as wicked Belshazzar was, of 
whom we have just been reading ; and 
though we are not in any danger of 
worshipping poor lifeless images of 
gold and silver, as he did, yet if, in 
in our secret hearts, we love any 
creature that God has given us 
for our use and comfort more than 
God Himself, then we are, in our 
heavenly Father's sight, worship- 
ping something besides that Father 
who should have tho* best love which 
we have power to give. We do not 
see a hand writing our sentence upon 
the walls of our house, but the great 
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God does, day by day, and hour by 
hour, mark well all our thoughts, and 
words, and actions; and we are 
warned by the Scriptures that an ene- 
my is at our gates, ^s he was at Bel- 
shazzar's, ready to take away from us 
a better kingdom than was ever within 
his possession, even that heavenly and 
happy kingdom which our malicious 
enemy the devil desires to deprive us 
of. Let us however take courage; for 
never will he haye power to hurt us so 
long as we secure that blessed Saviour 
for our friend, who encourages all His 
humble and loving children with these 
words of comfort, " Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Fathers good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom ." 
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38. 

The name of the king who be- 
came master of Belshazzar's king- 
dom, was Darius, and he soon found 
out how excellent and wise a man 
the prophet Daniel was; and be- 
cause he loved him and thought highly 
of him, he gave him great power in 
that country. Now this honour, which 
Daniel received, yery much offended 
several of th§ princes and great 
men of Darius' s court, for they had a 
sadly wicked feeling in their hearts 
which is called envy, and which will 
not suffer people to rejoice when others 
are better and happier than themselves. 
But real Christians will know nothing 
of this hateful passion, for they will 
remember the command which their 1 
Bibte gives them, to * rejoice with' 
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those that do rejoice," and therefore 
the pleasures and advantages of other 
people will always become their own, 
The wicked courtiers, however, desired 
to bring Daniel into disgrace; but as 
they saw that he v was very earnest 
in wishing to do right, thoy could 
find no fault to lay to his charge, 
and were therefore obliged to accuse 
him of something which was really a 
duty. So they went to Darius, and 
persuaded him to pass an order that 
no one should ask any favour, either 
from God or man, for thirty days, ex- 
cept from the king alone; and that if 
any one should venture to disobey this 
command, he should be thrown di- 
rectly into a den of hungry lions : they 
knew very well that Daniel would 
never be governed by so wicked a 
law, and that he had, every day, 
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favours to ask from his God, which 
were such as no earthly king could 
grant. Well! the weak and wicked 
Darius was pleased at the thought of 
havipg so much power as to have all 
gifts in his hands, and was persuaded 
to sign the order as they desired; but 
this had no effect upon holy Daniel: 
he knew that the writing was signed, 
but he knew also that the Lord's com- 
mands were to be obeyed, whatever 
might be the consequence; so he went 
into his house, and there prayed openly 
tp his God as before, kneeling three 
times a day, as he was. accustomed to 
do, This was soon observed by his 
spiteful enemies, who were watching 
him for that very purpose; and with 
eager and malicious joy they ran di- 
rectly to the king, and, telling him 
how Daniel; had disobeyed the order 

* 
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he had given, reminded him, that, ac- 
cording to the law which he bad made, 
the Prophet must now be thrown alive 
into the den of lions. Then the poor 
weak and misled king saw what a 
wicked order he had given ; then he 
learned how sad a fault is vanity, how 
dreadful it is to listen to the flattery of 
those. who seek to puff up our hearts 
with pride; then was he very unhappy 
indeed, but his people insisted upon 
the thing being done as he had first 
said ; so into the place with the wild 
beasts was Daniel thrown, and a 
stone was put upon the door to keep 
him in fast. No sleep could the 
wretched and repentant king obtain 
that night; but perhaps some little 
hope that Daniel's God might be the 
true God, and. a God of power,- came 
during that sorrowful night to mix it- 
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self with his fears ; for in the morning 
he got up very early, and, coming to 
the mouth of the den, he cried out, 
though with a very sad voice, " O Da- 
niel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee?" Think, however, 
of the surprise and gratitude he must 
have felt, when all his terrors were at 
once removed by hearing Daniel's 
voice, which answered him from the 
bottom of the den, and said, " My God 
hath sent His angel, and hath shut 
the lions 9 mouths that they have not 
hart me." Then Darius instantly de- 
sired that the stone might be removed 
from the door; and a sweet and affect* 
ing sight indeed it must have been when 
the cave was opened, to see all the 
fury of the savage and hungry lions 
so tamed by the great power and love 

r2 
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of God, that they lay harmlessly 
crouching down at the feet of the holy 
prophet, like the faithful dog that 
guards its master from harm. Yes, my 
child ! this was . a lesson that must 
have spoken to every heart; it must 
have said, and it does still say to 
11s who hear it, " Behold, no danger 
can assault God's faithful servants 
tfben. God -himself vouchsafes to be 

 

their guard; therefore fear no man, 
land let bo threats or terrors ever cause 
you to forsake His service: behold, 
how astonishing is His power; see, 
.and adore the wonders of His : love ; 
take up pious David's, song and say, 
' O fear the Lord, ye that are His 
saints, for they that fear Hita lack 
nothing: the lions do lack and suffer 
hupger, but they who seek the Lord 
shall want no manner of thirig that is 
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•good.*" No— though there i9 anietofeirny 
to your souls who " goeth about as a 
roaring lion seeking whom he triay dei- 
vour*" fear not even him, so lbng'ta 
you put your wbole trust in youi" Sa- 
viour's almighty protection; no Ifcm 
shall have power to harm you,' if you 
walk ever by the kind Shepherd's 1 side. 
Pray to Him to be with you in M 
places, confide in His care, listen *6 
His commands, be strong in the Recol- 
lection of what He has done for you, 
be comforted by the remembrance of 
His all-sufficient power, storg your 
memory with His : own sweet wetfds, 
and delight to repeat IBs promises, 
' c Fear . not, little flock ; for it 4s my 
Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom ;" and pgain, u Lo ! I am 'Wftih 
yita alway, . even unto the dttd ( 6f Mfe 
world/ WOne little wtWd mwe of tyhte 
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history of Daniel yet remains to be 
told, and though sad, it must not be 
passed over. No sooner were his safety 
and .the favour of His God made 
known to all the people/ than Darius 
ordered the wicked men who had ac- 
cused Daniel to undergo the very pu- 
nishment they had prepared for him, 
so every one of them was cast into the 
den from which he had been taken; 
and notf the hunger and fury of the 
lions, being no longer restrained by 
the great power of God, raged forth 
most terribly, and they were all de- 
stroyed in a single moment. Then 
Darius wrote once more, and oh ! how 
different a writing from the last/ This 
is the decree that he sent forth, to be 
observed by all the people, nations; 
and languages that dwelt upon the 
earth; and this is a declaration of 
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truth and justice which we will pray 
maybe known and acknowledged, and 
kept in mind for ever and ever, " that 
in every dominion men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel, for He is 
the living God, and steadfast for ever, 
and His kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed, and His dominion shall 
be even unto the end/' 



THE END. 
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